
Western’s Faculty of Law is giving voice to the most vulnerable victims of war 
through its international law internship program. Working with courts established 
for war-torn countries such as Sierra Leone, students are helping judges review 
cases involving horrific war crimes – including the brutalization of children 
kidnapped and brainwashed into serving as soldiers.
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    Who says 

 all is fair 
   in love and war?

westernmakesadifference.ca

Learn more about the Faculty of Law’s 
international internship program,  

and how Western is inspiring community 
engagement and a global outlook.
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making A Difference
RosemaRy mcCaRney ’77,  Plan Canada Ceo 

leading the way in legal ethiCs eduCation

ouR 50th: a yeaR of CelebRation  

Canada-u.s. institute launChed
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An MBA that Respects 
Your Experience

I V E Y  E X E C U T I V E  M B A 

“I was amazed at how 
much my classmates 
knew and had to 
contribute. I learned 
so much interacting 
with them.”

APPLY TODAY – NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR FEBRUARY 2010

VISIT WWW.IVEYEMBA.COM 
OR CALL 1-800-342-1857

with them.”with them.”
Bruce Lowe, 

Director Food, Drug and Mass, 
Iovate Health Services Inc.

EXPERIENCE LEARNING THAT’S REAL, RELEVANT AND REWARDING 
In an Ivey Executive MBA classroom, experience comes in many forms. It’s Ivey’s participants who bring the most 
relevant case discussions to class – their own. You’ll benefi t from sharing in others’ challenges, successes, and lessons 
learned. An Ivey classroom – unlike any other – will challenge your thinking. With Ivey’s case-based learning, you tackle 
the real and important issues confronting business today as you defend positions, test ideas and make presentations. 

The Ivey Executive MBA program is also designed to fi t around the priorities of life and work. At four consecutive days 
once a month with a reduced summer workload, it’s challenging but doable. Classes are held in downtown Toronto at 
Ivey’s ING Leadership Centre in The Exchange Tower.

IVE2016_AD_EMBA_FA.indd   1 6/5/09   12:13:25 PM

Now AcceptiNg ApplicAtioNs for 2011

Alumni mAgAzine  |  2009

w
w

w
.law

.uw
o.ca

 The Western 
L aw Fund

For more information please contact:  
Matoula Charitsis, Alumni Relations and Development
The University of Western Ontario, Dean of Law Offices  
Room 234, Law Building
Tel: 519-661-3953, Mobile: 519-282-2838
E-mail: mcharits@uwo.ca

A National Law School 
with an International 
Outlook

We take great pride in the range of opportunities we offer our students. Many of 
our accomplishments have been funded by individual support and operating funds. 
Our goal is to continue and expand the various student programs that help train 
our students to think critically and argue cogently, and instill in them a solid,  
global understanding of the law.  

The Western Law Fund ensures that we can sustain:
     •   Our international exchange program
     •   Existing and new international internships
     •    Various moot programs

Ensuring ExcEllEncE for anothEr 50 YEars and BEYond 

With generous support from our alumni and friends, Western Law 
can continue to prepare national and international leaders in the 
practice of law, in business and in the public service, and further 
interests of the rule of law both in Canada and abroad.

Since its inception 50 years ago, Western Law has grown to be counted 
among the most innovative and internationally focused law schools  
in Canada. Our extensive exchange and international law internship 
programs provide students with an international perspective and  
a keen understanding of the rule of law outside our borders.
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The Theme of This year’s magazine 
is “making a difference”. We profile 
four alumni who are through their work 
– and through using their legal training, 
i’m proud to say – making a profound 
difference to canada and the world. in the 
same vein, we also write about some very 
important work being done within the 
faculty that is also making a difference, 
both in scholarly terms and in terms of 
the way in which we teach our students 
about what it means to be a lawyer.

We’ve just finished an exciting golden 
anniversary year. The highlights included 
a marvellous evening at the hockey hall 
of fame to celebrate the creation of the 
richard mcLaren Visiting Professorship 
in Business Law, as well as “shakespeare 
in court”, a wonderful and unique event 
which brought together people from our 
past and our present to celebrate the 
connections between law, literature and 
history in a way that was extremely funny 
and entertaining. and the year ended with 
our gala reception at the fairmont royal 
york hotel in Toronto. all who were there – 
and there were 450 of us! – will agree that 
it was a glorious evening full of nostalgia 
and laughter and happiness. 

as i write this, the news has just 
broken that our former dean, david 
Johnston, is to be appointed canada’s 
next governor general. With his 
legal training and his many years of 
presidential experience, one is hard- 
pressed to imagine a better candidate for 
the job. But more than formal credentials, 
david is a wonderful person with the 
capacity to inspire. his time as our dean 
was one of the golden periods in our 
history, and it comes as a special thrill 
that someone with such an important 
link to Western Law will occupy the 
viceroy’s office.

The real message of our anniversary 
year is that no matter what the 
endeavour, individuals do make the 
difference. Whether it is the work that 
will be done in rideau hall by our former 
dean, or the work being done by our 
graduates all across the globe to improve 
the human condition, or the scholarly 
work being done by our professors, 
or the work done by faculty, staff and 
the leaders of the alumni association 
to put together events like golden 
anniversaries, the common thread is the 
commitment and dedication and loyalty 
of the individual. That is what makes 
Western Law such a special place. and it 
is what makes my job one of the best in 
the world.

 

Non sibi sed omnibus!
dean ian holloway Qc 

a message 
from the dean

The reAl  

messAge Of Our 

50Th AnniversAry 

yeAr is ThAT nO 

mATTer whAT 

The endeAvOur, 

individuAls dO mAke 

The differenCe 

Dean Ian HoLLoway
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Of Note

western Law Dean Ian Holloway (centre) is joined by (back row l-r) David Mongeau, Mitch Frazer, Chris Makuch, warren Bongard, John Finnigan, Kevin Sullivan  
(front row l-r) Rob Fonn, Christine Tabbert, Susanna eayrs, Matoula Charitsis, Colleen Spring Zimmerman, nikki Mitchell and Gary Knight, VP, Trading, TMX Group

Western Law dean ian holloway, together with students,  
alumni and friends, rang the morning bell on Thursday april 29 
to open the Toronto stock exchange in celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the school’s founding. in the years since 1959, 
Western has grown into one of canada’s leading law schools, 
with a base of more than 6,000 alumni who occupy positions  

of leadership that span the globe. Western enjoys a particular 
reputation for leadership in the area of business law in the 
global environment.

The anniversary celebration continued into the evening at 
Toronto’s fairmont royal york, which hosted Western Law’s 
largest alumni event in its 50 years.

Western LaW opens tsX

Western Law is pleased to announce that 
Warren Bongard will be the new President of 
The University of Western ontario Law alumni 
association (UWoLaa).

Bongard is a graduate of the class of ’91 and Vice-President 
& co-founder of zsa Legal recruitment. at zsa, he represents 
law firms and companies in their recruitment efforts to land 
legal talent and plays a key consulting role in orchestrating 
law firm mergers.

Bongard takes over the alumni reigns from rick morelli, 
who has been a dedicated and enthusiastic leader of UWoLaa 
for the past four years.

“it’s a real honour to succeed rick. he did a great  
job in leading the alumni association to its next level,”  
says Bongard. 

Bongard served on the UWoLaa board for the past two 
years and sees this as an ideal opportunity to step up and give 
back to what he calls “the best law school in the country.” 

“This is my chance to create greater connections and bring 
people closer together. i want to raise awareness of  
the quality of our law school and of our graduates,” Bongard 
says. “our alumni are an amazing group of people.”

The alumni association is working diligently to plan some 
great events and reunions at homecoming, which takes place 
from september 30 to october 3. 

“We are going to kick off a great 2010-11 year with a 
celebration at homecoming, followed by Toronto and London 
events which you will learn about in the coming months.”

Warren Bongard  
to lead laW alumni 
association

warren Bongard ’91
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FormEr LAW DEAn  
nEW GovErnor GEnErAL

Accessibility AssistAnce  
helps visuAlly impAired  
student pursue dreAm

already a two-time Western graduate, alexandra Papaiconomou 
is now pursuing a law degree, thanks to high academic abilities 
and her guide dog, Buckles.

The law degree will be her fourth – and third from Western. 
after graduating from fanshawe college with a diploma  
in developmental science, the Toronto native came to Western 
in 2001 and earned a double Ba (history and sociology) and  
a master’s in history – in just four years.

These accomplishments would be impressive enough  
on their own; however Papaiconomou is also blind, the result  
of a congenital condition that caused a gradual deterioration  
of her eyesight over 11 years. she says she’s proud the university 
didn’t let the condition get in the way of her potential success.

“Western doesn’t provide a cookie-cutter level of accessibility. 
They don’t tell you what you need, they ask you,” she says. “and 
the services for students with disabilities office here at Western 
is really great with that. it’s customized to what you need. even 
from one blind person to another, the level of accessibility needed 
is very different. The professors here have been fantastic and are 
really working with me to support me in this process.”

she says she likes being challenged and does not feel  
at a disadvantage. 

“The big thing, however, is i hate the word tolerance.  
i don’t want to be tolerated by anybody and i certainly don’t feel 
like i’m tolerated at Western. i feel like i’m a part of this 
university and that my contributions are just as valuable as 
anyone else’s.”

alexandra Papaiconomou and Buckles

DaviD JohnSton, 
former Dean of Western 
Law (1974-79), has been 
selected as Canada’s next 
Governor General. Johnston, 
69, is currently president of 
the University of Waterloo 
and is set to become the 
Queen’s next representative 
in canada on october 1, 
replacing michaëlle Jean, 
who will begin a four-year 
post as special envoy to 

haiti for the United nations.
“mr. Johnston has a strong record of public  

service, a broad base of support and an impressive list  
of achievements,” said Prime minister stephen harper,  
who announced the appointment. “he has extensive legal 
expertise, a comprehensive understanding of government 
and a deep appreciation of the duties and tasks now 
before him. david Johnston represents the best of canada. 
he represents hard work, dedication, public service  
and humility.”

Johnston holds a bachelor’s degree from harvard,  
a law degree from Queen’s University and another from 
cambridge University. a companion of the order of canada, 
Johnston was also the head of montreal’s mcgill University 
and taught at the University of Toronto and at Queen’s.

“The law school made tremendous strides under his 
leadership at Western. They were challenging times, but his 
commitment to the faculty and students was strong,” says 
Western Law professor robert solomon, who started at the 
university in 1972. “ it was a genuine pleasure to work with 
him and i am not surprised by his latest appointment.”

Western Law alumnus and current professor Bruce 
Welling recalls Johnston hiring him to teach at Western 
upon returning from graduate school in england in 1975.

“he immediately called me into his office and told me  
that he considered that his job was to help me in any way he 
could. as it turned out, he was telling the truth,” says Welling, 
adding that when his first-year teaching evaluations were 
less than flattering, Johnston gave him the encouragement  
to stick with it.

“i don’t know where he got his managerial wisdom,  
but he was an excellent man to work for as a young, 
inexperienced academic. he will make a superb  
governor general.”

David Johnston
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Of Note

november became movember for group of Western Law 
students who lent their upper lips for a very good cause.

The students sported moustaches or “mos” to support 
movember, a movement to raise money and awareness for 
prostate cancer.

“my first moustache at the age of 15 was unfortunate 
looking, to say the least,” recalls christopher crighton ’10.  
“But during movember i realized that, despite my rather feeble 
attempt at hair growth, it was a great feeling to be able to 
contribute to this important cause and bond with my fellow  
mo bros.”

The hirsute Western Law team of 20 raised nearly $5,000 
for Prostate cancer canada for the development of programs 
related to public education, advocacy, support of those affected, 
and research into the disease.

“not only have we been able to raise a significant amount  
of money but we’ve also raised a lot of awareness by giving the 
cause some face time,” says ken saddington ’10.

one in six men will develop prostate cancer and every year 
25,500 men in canada are diagnosed with the disease. in 2008 
the movember campaign raised $2.4 million, making it the 
largest charity event for men in canada. western Law students proudly show off their Movember mustaches

Shelley Munro, Sean weir, Michael Smith and Chris Bredt (left to right)

‘Movember’ changes the face of men’s health

aLum CLimbS mt. KiLimanJaro For LiteraCy
chris and a team of 

volunteer lawyers trekked to 
the top of mt. kilimanjaro, 
africa’s highest mountain,  
for charity.

 in 2006, when chris 
Bredt was chairman of the 
board for code, he decided to 
take on a life-long dream and 
turn it into an ambitious 
fund-raiser for charity. now, 
four years later, chris led his 
second trek with a new team 
of volunteer lawyers.

although chris  realized 
his life-long dream on the  
first kilimanjaro climb, his 
motivation for spear-heading 
this latest challenge remains 
the same – a firm and 
steadfast belief that people 
are a nation’s greatest 
resource and that supporting 
education is the cornerstone 

to development and a 
brighter future for all.

The team’s goal is to raise 
more than $100,000 to 
support code’s summit of 
Literacy, a program that 
delivers much-needed 
funding to children’s literacy 
programs in africa. The 
program is also dedicated to 
supporting libraries, teacher 
training and writing and 
publishing books.

The BLg team included 
sean Weir, BLg’s national 
managing Partner, shelley 
munro, Bill carter and 
michael smith. 

chris Bredt ’79, a senior litigation partner at Borden Ladner 
gervais’ Toronto office, took on a tough yet rewarding, physically 
and mentally demanding challenge for a second time. 
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Western Law Professor robert 
solomon is the recipient of  
The kaiser foundation’s 2010 
national award for excellence 
in Public Policy. solomon was 
selected by a national advisory 
Board based on his record of 
outstanding achievement in 
reducing alcohol and other 
drug harm through effective 
public policy.

solomon’s award was 
presented by the hon. deb 

mathews, ontario’s minister of health, at a ceremony held  
at Queen’s Park on June 9.

in his thank-you remarks solomon noted, “The award is 
particularly meaningful because it recognizes individuals 
whose scholarship has had a real-world impact on reducing 
substance use deaths and injuries in canada.”

solomon, a faculty member at Western Law since 1972,  
has been canada’s pre-eminent legal scholar in the field of 
substance abuse and impaired driving law and policy since  
the 1980s. as madd canada’s director of Legal Policy, he is  
a tireless public advocate for legislative reforms to reduce 
alcohol-related deaths and injuries in canada, particularly 
among young people.

The award is accompanied by a $10,000 grant to be 
donated to a charity. solomon has asked for his award money 
to be split between my sister’s Place, an emergency shelter for 
abused women, and madd canada.

Law prof awarded public policy prize

Professor mohamed khimji joined the 
Western Law faculty in January 2010. 
Prior to joining Western, he was a faculty 
member of the schulich school of Law at 
dalhousie University. Before working at 
dalhousie, he practiced corporate law 
with Torys LLP in Toronto. his research 
interests lie in the areas of securities settlement systems, 
corporate law, and commercial transactions. he has served  
as a research assistant for the Bank of england’s financial 
markets Law committee working group, analyzing the need  
for and nature of legislation relating to property interests in 
indirectly-held investment securities, was consulted by the  
Law commission of england and Wales with respect to its 
project on Property interests in intermediated securities, and 
was consulted by the government of nova scotia with respect to 
the implementation of provincial securities transfer legislation.

Western Law is pleased to welcome 
 two new faculty members to the school. 

adetoun ilumoka is the daryl T. Bean 
Professor in Law and Women’s studies. 
a solicitor and advocate of the supreme 
court of nigeria, she taught in the faculty 
of Law at the University of Jos in nigeria 

between 1984 and 1990 and has worked as a consultant on law 
and social justice and women’s health policy over the past  
15 years. her main research and teaching interests are in the 
area of Philosophy of Law, human rights and feminist 
Perspectives on Law, focusing on historical and contextual 
understandings of law and their implications for global social 
regulation in the 21st century. her current research is on the 
impact of colonialism on women’s land rights in africa.

neW FaCeS at WeStern LaW

The faculty of Law at The University of Western ontario will 
admit two canadian forces members this fall.

corporal chris housser (British columbia) and captain 
Trevor Pellerine (nova scotia) will start classes at Western in 
september. 

housser was awarded the general campaign star for 
service in kandahar, while Pellerine received a canadian 
forces’ decoration and a mention in dispatches. 

Pellerine is a member of the royal canadian horse 
artillery at cfB shilo, near Brandon, manitoba. 

Western Law’s program provides canadian forces 
personnel being released for medical reasons with an 
opportunity to take a civilian legal education in recognition 
of their service.

“Western’s support has turned my situation into a very 
exciting opportunity,” says Pellerine. “This is a great offer,  
for which i am truly grateful.”

Law dean ian holloway 
says he’s pleased to have both 
soldiers join the program.

“With their life experiences 
and the leadership skills 
acquired during their years  
of service, i am sure they will 
make a great contribution to 
both Western Law and the legal 
profession. We encourage all 
qualified canadian forces 
candidates to apply under  
this program.”

decorated soldiers entering law

adetoun Ilumoka Mohamed Khimji

Professor Robert Solomon

Trevor Pellerine
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Of Note

Back row (l-r) Ken Saddington, Heather Ross ’85, John Judson, Prof. Stephen Pitel and Dean Ian Holloway 
Front row (l-r) Justices Kathryn Feldman, Stephen Goudge, eileen Gillese and Helen Rady ’81

on october 7 Western Law hosted a 
ceremonial sitting of the ontario court  
of appeal as part of the faculty’s golden 
anniversary celebrations.

it was the first time the court  
of appeal has ever held a ceremonial 
sitting in a law school.

The Panel consisted of Justices 
stephen goudge, kathryn feldman,  
eileen gillese and helen rady ’81. Justice 
gillese is a former dean of Western Law 
(1996-99). appearing before the court  
were dean ian holloway Qc; former faculty 
member John Judson, representing the 
middlesex Law association and the Bar  
of London; heather ross ’85, representing 
the Law society of Upper canada; dr amit 
chakma, President of The University of 
Western ontario; and student Legal 
society president ken saddington.

Written submissions were made by 
the attorneys general of ontario and new 
Brunswick, and a letter of congratulations 
will be sent on behalf of the supreme 
court of canada by the rt. hon. Beverley 
mcLachlin, the chief Justice of canada. 

Holding court

JAnuAry Term brings inTernATiOnAl 
sChOlArs TO wesTern lAw

The month of January brought more than 
just snow to campus; it also attracted 
legal experts from canada and abroad to 
teach intensive month-long courses at 
Western Law.

The January Term, first introduced  
in 1999, provides upper-year students 
with an active learning experience and an 
opportunity to choose from a wide range 
of courses.

“The January Term program allows us  
to teach new courses in a vital and 
intensive way,” says dean ian holloway.  
“it is a challenging and exciting part of 
our curriculum and we are honoured to 
have so many accomplished scholars and 
practioners join us.”

some of the specialized courses 
offered this term include: Law, Poverty 
and Justice; Judging; Legislative drafting; 
comparative constitutional Law and 
human rights; international Labour Law; 
and mining Law & Project finance.

Back row (l-r) Dean Ian Holloway, Justice James o’Reilly (Federal Court Judge), Jason Hynes (Bereskin & Parr),  
Paul Rishworth (University of auckland), Paul Roth (University of otago) 
Front row (l-r) Ron atkey (osler, Hoskin and Harcourt LLP), Lusina Ho (University of Hong Kong), amita Dhanda 
(national academy of Legal Studies and Research, Hyderabad, India), Rick Bigwood (University of auckland) and 
Barry Barton (University of waikato)
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George akerlof delivered the 2010 Beattie family Lecture 
in Business Law to a full house at Western Law on march 22. 
akerlof spoke on the topic “identity economics”.

akerlof is a professor of economics at the University of 
california, Berkeley and co-author of Identity Economics: 
How Our Identities Shape Our Work, Wages, and Well-Being.

his lecture explored how our identities are shaped by our 
economic decisions and behaviour. akerlof argues that people’s 
identity, their conceptions of who they are, and of who they 
choose to be, may be the most important factors affecting  
their economic lives. and the limits placed by society on 
people’s identity can also be crucial determinants of their 
economic well-being.

The Beattie family Lecture series in Business Law  
was established by Geoff beattie ’84, Western’s $500-million 
volunteer fundraising campaign chair, deputy chairman  
of Thomson reuters and president of The Woodbridge 
company Limited. 

Justice richard Goldstone delivered the third annual 
claude and elaine Pensa Lecture in human rights to an 
overflow crowd at Western Law on september 17.

The former chief Prosecutor for the war crimes tribunals 
on rwanda and the former yugoslavia spoke on the topic 
“accountability for War crimes”.

goldstone, a respected south african Judge, is known for 
his role as the chairperson of the 1991-1994 commission of 
inquiry regarding Public Violence and intimidation, which 
helped pave the way for the transition from apartheid to 
democracy in south africa.

in april 2009 he was named head of the independent United 
nations fact-finding mission to investigate international human 
rights and humanitarian law violations related to the 2008–2009 
israel–gaza conflict. goldstone focused the majority of his talk 
on that recently released report.

The report detailed extensive evidence that both israel and 
Palestinian militant groups took actions amounting to war 
crimes and possible crimes against humanity. one of the report’s 
main recommendations is that israel and the de facto 
government of gaza should hold their own open, efficient and 
fair investigations of these alleged war crimes.

“They should do it themselves,” said goldstone. “But if they 
don’t, then the United nations security council should consider 
referring this matter to the international criminal court”.

the 2009 Pensa Lecture in human rights

nobel Prize winner delivers beattie Family Lecture

SiGnature SPeaKer SerieS

Claude Pensa and Justice Richard Goldstone

George akerlof
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Speakers at Western

Justice rosalie abella provided candid 
reflections on her work as royal 
commissioner on employment equity 
when she delivered the 2009 koskie 
minsky University Lecture in Labour 
Law on october 30 at the University of 
Western ontario. abella treated her 
audience to a frank, humble, and often 
humorous account of her work as a 
one-woman royal commission.

“When i look back on the royal 
commission 25 years later, what i 
remember most about that whole 
experience is how much i didn’t know 
and how much i learned just by 
listening,” she said. “The faces that i saw 
25 years ago all across canada are still 
the faces that i see when i judge. for that 
experience alone i think i’m a completely 
changed person.”

in the early 1980s, the government 
was dogged by advocate groups calling 

abella on the legacy of her report

2010 Pensa Lecture in human rights

for affirmative action efforts. abella 
pointed out that by that time, the United 
states had affirmative action for 20 
years. in canada, francophones formed a 
quarter of the country’s public servants 
as a result of a similar initiative. as a 
result, the federal government appointed 
“the little commission that could.”

as abella repeated throughout the 
lecture, the most important part of the 
report’s legacy is the need to be open-
minded and listen to others.

“each of us is limited by what we 
don’t know and by what the others don’t 
know,” she concluded. “With knowledge 
comes understanding. With 
understanding comes wisdom and with 
wisdom comes justice and to have justice 
we must never forget how the world 
looks to those who are vulnerable. i will 
never forget the people who taught me to 
see the world through their eyes.”

Justice Rosalie abella

Philippe Sands delivered the 4th annual claude 
and elaine Pensa Lecture in human rights to a full 
house at Western Law on march 3.

Philippe sands, a Professor of international law 
at University college London, and a regular 
commentator on the BBc and cnn, spoke on 
“Torture, Lawyers and accountability”.

sands is the author of Lawless World, in which 
he accused U.s. President george W. Bush and 
Prime minister Tony Blair of conspiring to invade 
iraq in violation of international law. his latest 
book, Torture Team: Rumsfeld’s Memo and the 
Betrayal of American Values, explores the role of 
american government lawyers in abetting torture.

The Pensa Lecture in human rights was 
established in honour of the 50th anniversary of 
Claude Pensa’s call to the ontario bar. claude Pensa 
is the founder of harrison Pensa LLP. he spent 
most of his active years in practice in the field of 
litigation representing clients in courts ranging 
from the trial division to the court of appeal and 
the supreme court of canada.

Philippe Sands
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Janice Gross Stein delivers CuSLi lecture

renowned political scientist Janice Gross Stein delivered 
the third annual canada-United states Law institute 
(cUsLi) distinguished Lecture at Western Law this past 
november. her talk entitled “religion in the public  
sphere” explored how the reassertion of religious 
consciousness in many facets of north american public life 
is having important implications for discussion and debate.

Janice gross stein is the Belzberg Professor of conflict 
management in the department of Political science and the 
director of the munk centre for international studies at the 
University of Toronto. she is the co-author of the prize-
winning The Unexpected War: Canada in Kandahar (with 
eugene Lang). 

The canada-United states Law institute was  
founded in 1976 to serve as a forum for exploration and 
debate about legal aspects of the canada-United states 
relationship. The annual cUsLi distinguished lecture 
was established and funded in 2007 by The University  
of Western ontario to generate fresh thinking about  
the canada-U.s. legal relationship.

Prof. Janice Gross Stein

on september 28 major rory Fowler ’04 provided a fascinating 
glimpse into his role in the military and career with Jag and 
his experience training legal officials in afghanistan. 

on february 9, David Cruickshank ’71 shared his expertise 
with his insightful talk “The Business of Law: hot Topics and 
emerging Trends in the Legal Profession.” mr. cruickshank is 
a partner at kerma Partners in new york city, and provides 
professional advice to law firms and other services.

Larry rosen ’82, ceo of harry rosen inc., kicked off 
Western Law’s distinguished alumni speaker series  
in september. rosen spoke of the value of his business  
law education, and also featured a “dress for success” 
presentation sponsored by harry rosen inc. and Lifestyles 
Women’s Wear.

DiStinGuiSheD aLumni SPeaKer SerieS

Larry Rosen ’82

David Cruickshank ’71

SiGnature SPeaKer SerieS (continued)
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Speakers at Western

WesTern LaW Was honoUred To hosT The foLLoWing 
disTingUished sPeakers aT The  
LaW schooL This PasT academic year:

the honourable mr. Justice harvey 
brownstone delivered a candid talk on 
november 2 on the family court and  
the family Justice system. Justice 
Brownstone is the author of Tug of 
War: A Judge’s Verdict on Separation, 
Custody Battles, and the Bitter Realities 
of Family Court. 

on november 11 William Kaplan discussed his newly published 
book Maverick Lawyer: The Life and Times of Ivan Rand. kaplan 
also spoke and answered questions on his earlier books on Brian 
mulroney and the airbus scandal.

madam Justice marie Deschamps of the supreme court of 
canada spoke at Western Law on november 26. her talk entitled 
“Jumping at the chance” was an insightful account of her life and 
career. Justice deschamps was appointed to the Quebec superior 
court in 1990, to the Quebec court of appeal in 1992 and to the 
supreme court of canada in 2002.

on february 11, Western Law hosted Professor Peter hogg, 
canada’s foremost legal scholar on constitutional law. 
Professor hogg spoke on “Prorogation and the Power of the 
governor general”, a topic that never goes out of fashion. he 
also talked briefly about some current themes in canadian 
constitutional law.

on march 19, elissa Golberg, 
an analyst on peace and conflict 
issues with the department  
of foreign affairs, spoke on 
“The rule of Law and canada’s 
engagement in fragile states: 
afghanistan and haiti”.

elissa golberg served as 
canada’s top diplomat in 
kandahar, afghanistan from 
february 2008 until January 
2009. as the representative of 
canada in that region, she was 
involved in projects aimed at 
implementing the rule of law.

Chief Justice Warren Winkler spoke to 
Western Law students on march 24 on 
the topic of “Judicial mediation: reality 
v. fantasy”.

chief Justice Winkler was appointed  
to his present position in June 2007, 
following 14 years as a trial judge on the 
superior court. he practiced management-
side labour and employment law during his 
years at the bar, and is well known for his 
interest in judicial mediation and reform 
of the rules of civil justice. 

on march 26 we were pleased to host a visit of the federal 
minister of Justice and attorney general of canada, the 
honourable rob nicholson. The minister of Justice spoke with 
students on current legal/political themes involving the Justice 
portfolio followed by a Q&a session. mr. nicholson serves as 
the member of Parliament for niagara falls.

elissa Golberg

Chief Justice warren winkler

Honourable Rob nicholson and Christina Martin ’10

DiStinGuiSheD SPeaKer SerieS

Madam Justice Deschamps

Mr. Justice Brownstone
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roSemary mcCarney ’77, 
Ceo oF PLan CanaDa, moveS  
the GLobaL SoCiaL JuStiCe  
aGenDa ForWarD

 rOsemAry’s  
PlAn  
fOr The  
fuTure

By DAWN MILNE
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hen rosemary anne mccarney 
graduated from Western Law in 1977, 
she didn’t want to join a law firm or 

practise corporate law like many of her 
classmates. she wanted a different career 
path that enabled her to pursue several 
key passions – volunteering, teaching, 
exploring the globe and changing the world. 

she knew of no path that offered 
everything she wanted so she decided  
to forge her own.

she was inspired by don simpson,  
a former business professor at Western 
who also worked with the canadian 
international development corporation 
(cida), to follow her dreams.

“no one ever told me to package the 
things you want to do together and make 

a living from them,” she says. 

“it was pivotal for me because, prior to 
that, i’d always had conservative guidance 
– you join a corporation, or you become 
this or you join that – and here was this 
man saying it’s really not like that if you 
try to do what you really want to do.”

after meeting simpson, mccarney 
quickly left her law practice on Toronto’s 
Bay street and took a consulting 
contract with cida in the mid-1980s. 

“That was the start of a different career 
and i never looked back,” mccarney says.

in the next 10 years, she worked  
in about 60 countries as a consultant 
with the World Bank, the international 
finance corporation and various Un 
agencies to set up lending programs for 
micro-businesses in developing areas 
such as africa, asia, Latin america and 
the transitioning “east Bloc” countries, 
the czech republic and slovakia. in 
addition to finding a rewarding career 
path, she found a love for africa.

“africa is a special place and the people 
of africa don’t get portrayed in the way 
they deserve. They are smart, hardworking 
and optimistic in the face of all kinds of 
calamities,” she says. “africans don’t want 
us to feel sorry for them because they don’t 
feel sorry for themselves. What they need 
is for us to roll up our sleeves and give 
them non-judgmental support.”

mccarney has dedicated her career to 
giving people in need that non-judgmental 
support. she’s now President and ceo of 
Plan canada (formerly foster Parents 
Plan), a non-profit international 
development agency that supports social 
justice for children in developing 
countries. Plan canada also works with 
thousands of community-based 
organizations, non-profit agencies and 
local governments to create plans for 
sustainable communities and provide 
disaster relief. it is currently helping haiti 
to rebuild following the January 2010 
earthquake that ravaged the country.

“We have to bridge between the plight 
and the power of the local communities,” 
she says. “it’s not just about building a 
school, it’s about building the literacy and 

management skills needed to keep things 
going long term.”

among her accomplishments, 
mccarney played a pivotal role in Plan’s 
expansion into darfur. she also drives 
Plan’s Because i am a girl campaign that 
advocates for girls’ rights.

although mccarney seems to  
have found her calling in the non-profit 
sector, she has had a variety of work 
experiences. at times, she had to scale 
back her international work to raise her 
family. she’s married to Barry fisher ’76, 
Vice President, general counsel and 
corporate secretary of saP canada, and 
they have three children.

mccarney spent five years at nortel 
(1995-2000) as vice-president of various 
departments – marketing, corporate social 
responsibility, employee engagement and 
communications. she also helped found 
and later was executive director of street 
kids international, a non-profit agency 
that helps street kids gain business skills 
and health knowledge.

her first job upon graduation from 
law school was teaching american 
criminal Law and comparative 
constitutional Law at the canada-United 
states Law institute at case Western 
reserve University school of Law in 
cleveland. mccarney and her roommate, 

dianne haskett, were the first two 
Western students to participate in the 
exchange program there and mccarney 
was invited back to teach.

“i thought i was going to come back 
from the U.s. and follow a more typical 
career path but i jumped at the chance to 
go back to the U.s. i had always wanted a 
more internationally-oriented career 
path,” she says. “That’s what i 
appreciated about the law program at 
Western. it gave you more choices 
around law and your career.”

mccarney says her legal education 
also prepared her for some unexpected 
challenges.

“What the legal education at Western 
gave me was the ability to work my way 
through complex issues and situations. 

you really are trained to be rational and 
analytical,” she says. “That helps whether 
you are negotiating to get needed supplies 
through conflict areas with war lords or 
negotiating microfinance policy with 
finance ministers.”

she encourages current Western Law 
students to keep an open mind about 
alternative options, pointing out how 
taking the road less travelled paid off for 
her with a rewarding career.

“if students are open to taking some 
career risk, when you step off the 
standard path, you never know where 
you’re going to end up,” she says. “i feel 
so lucky every single day that i get to do 
this work because you can actually 
impact people’s lives and move an 
agenda forward.”

for more information about Plan 
canada visit http://plancanada.ca/

“i feel sO luCky every single dAy ThAT i geT TO dO  
This wOrk beCAuse yOu CAn ACTuAlly imPACT PeOPle’s  

lives And mOve An AgendA fOrwArd.”  RoSeMaRy anne McCaRney ’77

w
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a fresh 
approach

“if you find a job you love, you’ll never work again,” says  
donald B. schroeder, President and chief executive officer of 
Tim hortons. and no, he isn’t just saying that for the free coffee.

schroeder graduated from Western Law in 1969. and he 
remembers well the professor who helped define his Western 
Law experience – Bill Poole. his words have stayed with 
schroeder all these years: “he said that as a lawyer you’re 
going to be very busy,” schroeder recalls Poole saying. “you’re 
going to work very long hours, but make sure you get a good 
work-life balance. he said that you haven’t lived until you’ve 
read a good book, heard a good piece of music, or seen a good 
play. so make sure you do all of those things.”

and it’s clear schroeder kept those words close to his heart 
when making career choices. although he originally wanted to 
be a criminal lawyer like Poole, after working in hamilton after 
second year he took an interest in corporate commercial and 
tax law. Then in 1976 opportunity knocked. he met Tim 
hortons co-founder ron Joyce, and discovered a company that 
matched Poole’s philosophy. schroeder says he “very quickly 
recognized what a great company and an opportunity it was”  
and he wanted to be a part of it.

By KATHERINE LOW

DonaLD b. SChroeDer ’69, PreSiDent 
anD Ceo oF tim hortonS, breWS uP 

CorPorate SoCiaL reSPonSibiLity at 
home anD abroaD

Tim Hortons has launched coffee sustainability 
programs in Central and South america
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But the company’s corporate social 
responsibility isn’t focused only on its 
own communities: since 2005, Tim 
hortons has been actively involved with 
sustainable coffee-farming initiatives in 
guatemala, colombia and Brazil. after 
coffee prices sank in 2000, Tim hortons 
realized that farmers were abandoning 
their farms, which would create an 

ongoing problem for getting a good 
supply of coffee. so they decided to get 
involved. Together with the neumann 
kaffee group of hamburg, germany,  
Tim hortons has launched sustainability 
programs to ensure farmers can continue 
to make a living producing and selling 
coffee. currently, more than 10,000 
farmers and their families benefit from 
the program, which helps the farmers 
increase the quantity of coffee they 
produce, improve its quality and get it to 
market at the best time and for the best 
price – even if they elect not to sell their 
coffee to Tim hortons.

in partnership with two of his 
brothers, schroeder became a Tim 
hortons franchisee in 1978. from 1978 
to 1990 he also continued to practice law 
in hamilton. But he says he always knew 
he would not finish his career practising 
law, and he finally made the decision  
to join the Tim hortons management 
team in 1991. 

schroeder credits his time at  
Western Law for many of the skills  
he uses today, even if he is no longer 
practising law. “i think a legal degree  
is a great base for anyone getting into 
business,” he says.

But it wasn’t just the business that 
attracted schroeder to the company –  
it was the way Tim hortons did business. 
“community service is a very important 
part of the brand and it’s part of what sets 
Tim hortons apart from our competitors,” 
he says. “We are very much a part of every 
community in which we are involved in 
canada and the U.s.” 

The Tim horton children’s foundation 
was started because of ron Joyce, who 
recognized the importance of corporate 
social responsibility. and after Tim 
horton died in 1974 , ron Joyce started  
the foundation in his memory. The Tim 
horton children’s foundation now runs 
six camps, hosting over 14,000 children a 
year, and will soon open two more camps. 
“in many cases, it’s a life-changing 
experience,” says schroeder.

Tim hortons also sponsors the 
Timbits sports league which enables more 
than 200,000 children to participate in 
sports programs. in addition, the 
business is involved with community 
clean-ups, as well as the “smile” cookie 
program, which raised over $2,000,000 
last year for local hospitals.

“The involvement of the company  
and our store owners with the children’s 
foundation has never been with a view 
to selling more coffee and donuts – it’s 
always been about genuinely giving 
back to the community in which you  
are involved,” schroeder says. “People 
want to know that they are dealing 
with a business that does think about 
the community, that does think about 
the environment. Tim hortons has 
been a leader in that way for many, 
many years.”

“historically a lot of coffee 
companies didn’t want the farmers to 
understand all this because they would 
have to pay them more for their coffee,” 
says schroeder. “But today i think 
everybody understands the importance 
of helping these hard-working people 
make a better living from what they’re 
doing. otherwise these farms are going 
to disappear. There is a growing demand 
for quality coffee, so everybody has to 
play a part to help them improve their 
standard of living.”

an additional program supported  
by Tim hortons enables children in 
guatemala to continue their education 
after grade six when government funded 
education basically disappears. There 
are currently 12 schools in operation 
with a separate program for grades seven 
through 10.

and while Tim hortons doesn’t sell 
fair trade coffee, schroeder says it’s 
because this program is like “fair trade 
plus.” schroeder says the problem with 
fair trade is that not only do farmers 
have to pay a fee to register as a fair 
trade coffee farmer, but fair trade sets 
an artificial price for coffee with no 
relationship to its world price or its 
quality. “if it’s artificial, it’s not 
sustainable,” he says. “What we are 
doing is helping farmers become 
businessmen who are better able to 
compete properly.” 

But while schroeder has helped 
spearhead this program, his goal is for  
it to become an industry commitment, 
not just a Tim hortons project. and he 
hopes that the cause will become just as 
important to canadians as Tim hortons 
itself. in fact, canadians are so in love 
with the coffee that eight out of every ten 
cups of coffee poured outside the home 
in canada are poured at a Tim hortons, 
he says, while 40 per cent of the store’s 
customers come in more than four times 
a week.

“if norman rockwell were alive  
today and painting in canada, he would 
paint inside a Tim hortons store,” says 
schroeder, “because it’s everyday canada 
you see there.” and schroeder knows 
first-hand that it’s everyday canadians 
who can help make a difference.

PeOPle wAnT TO knOw ThAT 
They Are deAling wiTh A 

business ThAT dOes Think 
AbOuT The COmmuniTy, ThAT 

dOes Think AbOuT The 
envirOnmenT. Tim hOrTOns 
hAs been A leAder in ThAT 

wAy fOr mAny,  

mAny yeArs.  
DonaLD B. SCHRoeDeR ’69
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BUiLding 
Bridges By 

LAURIE 
BURSCH

Donna KenneDy-GLanS ’84 
CreateS PoSitive ChanGe 
For the Women oF the 
miDDLe eaStern Country 
oF yemen 

“it was the president of yemen who  
looked me in the eyes and said, ‘Why are 
you quitting this company? you need to 
continue to do this kind of work that 
you’re doing. We need help in yemen 
because we have educated our females in 
the last 10 years but we don’t know how  
to integrate them into the workforce.’”

Unless you’re donna kennedy-glans 
’84, chances are that you’ve never 
encountered this situation: a yemeni 
government official beseeching you to 
continue your corporate work with a 
canadian energy company because he sees 
the benefits to the women of his country. 

so how does someone go from  
a childhood on a family farm in 
southwestern ontario to a conversation 
with a president in the middle east?

“i came from a family farm where the 
name on the barn was my father’s, my 
grandfather’s… you get the picture…” 
however, hers was a family that was “open 
to the possibility that i might want to do 
something that was different from what 
they did.”

kennedy-glans trained as a lawyer –  
she graduated from Western Law in 1984 –  
and her career trajectory evolved from law 
to corporate negotiations for nexen, inc., 
the large canadian-based energy company 
that took her to the middle east in the first 
place. 

“i became a negotiator, and then i 
became responsible for above-ground 
risk management. in the energy sector, 
that’s community. What are your social 
accountabilities?

“What i did was stand in that space  
and try to get them all to one table and sort 
out the right questions they want to dig 
into, and strengthen those relationships.”

Donna Kennedy-Glans ’84
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Like many students, kennedy-glans came to law school with a strong sense of 
justice and credits her legal education for shaping that sense of justice and directing  
it to action that has an impact. 

“The profession of law teaches you to see the world from different perspectives and 
to put yourself in someone else’s shoes and there is no better training than that for 
someone working in the business of compassion.” 

she strongly believes lawyers have an innate sense of the meaning of democracy 
and human rights and have a unique skill set to build bridges. 

“i was doing corporate social responsibility in an oil company. you don’t have to 
leave a company or law firm or the private sector to do meaningful impactful work 
every single day. you don’t need to start a charity to make a difference.”

so it was not a big transition in 2001 to leave the corporate world (where she was 
nexen’s first female vice-president) to continue to develop the capacity-building  
work she had started while working for nexen in yemen. in 2003,  
she founded Bridges social development (www.canadabridges.com), 
a volunteer organization that trains and mentors community leaders 
– both women and men – in health care, education, journalism, politics 
and law. Leaving nexen allowed her to work more independently with  
a broader range of organizations, including non-governmental 
organizations and advocacy groups, who were trying to figure out what 
constructive engagement really looked like. “That wasn’t a big step out 
for me, because i was just applying the learning in a different space.”

“my work’s been ‘boots on the ground,’ and i think that’s where  
i learned a lot. i think that whole idea of making sure that there is 
true alignment between a head office strategy or a government policy 
and what’s happening on the ground is everything.” she’s passionate 
as she talks about what she does, and about the importance of 
integrity, the subject of her first book Corporate Integrity: A Toolkit 
for Managing Beyond Compliance, in her corporate and current work.

“What does integrity look like? Whether it’s gender integrity or organizational 
integrity or personal integrity – what do you intend, what do you commit to do, and what 
do you actually do? it sounds very simple, but i think it’s essential when you’re across the 
table from somebody else and you’re talking about a tough dilemma. you’ve got to be able 
to say, ‘This is my intention, here are my commitments, and here are my actions.’”

facilitating capacity-building – bringing volunteer doctors, nurses and midwives, 
teachers, lawyers and judges, journalists, and politicians from the west to share and 
exchange expertise and insight with their professional counterparts in yemen – has 
been, for the most part, rewarding. kennedy-glans enthusiastically calls it “quite 
wonderful.” Then she pauses and corrects herself: “…until recently, it’s been quite 
wonderful.” Until recently, when al-Qaida forces spread into yemen.

“i struggled so much, dealing with the fact that a small group of people, hateful 
people, could disrupt a society so greatly… the impacts on the ground in a place like 
yemen are absolutely shocking. i know a lot of people in a place like yemen – i know 
them as friends, i know them as colleagues, i respect them, i admire the work they do. 
Watching what happened to them was devastating for me personally.” This was the 
catalyst for her second book, Unveiling the Breath: One woman’s journey into 
understanding Islam and gender equality. “i was writing because i had to deal 
with my response to those issues.”

so what keeps her, and the volunteers of Bridges, going?
“i’ve seen change. i have seen citizen leaders do amazing things. i believe that 

people can lead positive change through individual acts. you need government policy, 
and i think organizations, like companies, need to have strategies and visions that 
people can see and decide – or not – to participate in, but i think we often underestimate 
the gentle, small actions that take place within individuals.”

“and even though things can look a little bleak at times, what gives me the most 
hope in a place like yemen, in a place like canada, is people. People. human capacity. 

it’s what we don’t spend enough energy 
on. forget oil capacity, look at your 
human capacity.” 

kennedy-glans’ newest project  
is Unveiling youth Potential  
( www.unveilingyouthpotential.com), 
a program set in motion by yemeni  
youth who came to Bridges when they 
saw al-Qaida in their country nearly two 
years ago. Working with these young 
people, and other youth from canada  
and around the world, they facilitated  
18 months of conversation about what 

outsiders can do to support at-risk youth 
in isolated communities. “it’s very 
exciting,” kennedy-glans says, but adds 
that the program is still growing, and 
there are many ways for new people to 
get involved. “We need mentors, we need 
support, we need funding, we need 
learning coaches, we need people who 
are committed to working with youth 
leaders who can be agents of positive 
social change in the communities where 
they live.”

and from there, perhaps it’s just a few 
steps until you’re talking to a country’s 
president…

“ yOu dOn’T hAve TO leAve 
A COmPAny Or lAw firm 
Or The PrivATe seCTOr 
TO dO meAningful 
imPACTful wOrk every 
single dAy. yOu dOn’T 
need TO sTArT A ChAriTy 
TO mAke A differenCe.” 
Donna KenneDy-GLanS ’84
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OuT Of The 
dArkness

By SUSANNA EAyRS
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John starzynski is man who likes to get to the heart of  
the matter. 

as a matrimonial law and litigation practitioner in his 
hometown of oshawa, ontario, starzynski dealt within the 
realm of drama and emotion.

“i’ve always been drawn to the human element of law, he 
said. “i was a mediator before there were mediators. it was my 
goal to avoid trials and let people walk away with their dignity.” 

starzynski opened his own law practice and eventually became 
President of the ontario association for family mediation.

“if i had not become a lawyer, i would have been a social 
worker. i believe strongly in helping others and solving conflict.”

But while starzynski was resolving problems for others, his 
own life was experiencing a haunting drama. he became 
seriously ill with late onset bipolar disorder (manic 
depression), spiraled into a health crisis and was hospitalized 
after a suicide attempt.

he stopped practicing law in 1990 and spent the next five 
years on a long road of self-discovery and recovery.

starzynski felt devastated he was no longer “in the club”.  
he was told he would have to requalify to get his legal license 
back, but was not well enough to do so.

“a lawyer’s identity is so closely wrapped up in the 
profession,” he said. “When i couldn’t be a practicing lawyer 
anymore, i felt i had lost everything.”

he received treatment at the homewood health centre in 
guelph, ontario (where he eventually relocated) and through 
counselling, medication and talk therapy managed to get 
stable enough to start contemplating his future. 

he eventually called the Law society to ask what assistance 
was available for lawyers suffering with mental health issues. 

“i was absolutely shocked to find out there was nothing 
available,” he said. They did however refer him to the ontario 
Bar alcoholism program and he found the group helpful.

“i discovered my feelings were similar to those struggling with 
addictions. i had the same inadequacies, isolation, and fear.”

John StarzynSKi ’74 reaCheS out to other 
LaWyerS SuFFerinG With aDDiCtionS anD 
mentaL heaLth ChaLLenGeS

“ we helP mOre ThAn 1,000 lAwyers eACh yeAr find 
The helP They need... As A resulT we see PrACTiCes 
imPrOved, relATiOnshiPs And CAreers sAlvAged 
And lives sAved. iT’s very grATifying.”  JoHn STaRZynSKI ’74

With starzynski’s encouragement and financial aid from 
the Law society and LawPro, the program expanded to help 
lawyers facing a variety of problems including stress, burnout, 
addictions, depression and mental illness.

starzynski credits malcolm heins, then-ceo of Law Pro  
(a company that provides professional liability insurance to 
lawyers in private practice in ontario), for being the driving force 
of this initiative. heins saw it as an opportunity to not only help 
individuals but also to help the profession with loss prevention 
and reduce the number of lawyers who were being sued. 

starzynski became involved with what is now known as  
the ontario Lawyers assistance Program (oLaP) in 1995 as a 
peer support volunteer. he currently serves as its Volunteer 
executive director and is a tireless and passionate advocate  
of the Program. 

oLaP offers confidential services to help lawyers, law 
students and their immediate families through professional 
counseling, peer support, assessment, resource information 
and referrals to specialized programs and centres. 

“We help more than 1,000 lawyers each year find the help 
they need,” starzynski says. “as a result we see practices 
improved, relationships and careers salvaged and lives saved. 
it’s very gratifying.”

starzynski says there are “the myths about lawyers” that 
need to be dispelled, as these myths can create barriers to 
seeking help. 

“Lawyers believe that they solve problems and that they 
can’t have them. They believe that if they reveal they have a 
problem, they will be seen as less than competent. We wrestle 
with this all the time.”

“We tell people that if you need help for addictions or 
mental health issues, please get it. But get it before you are in 
crisis and your world is falling down.” 

oLaP’s mission is to promote a lifestyle of balance and 
wellbeing for all members of the legal profession and to 
prevent problems through early intervention.

“Pressure to succeed in the profession is huge; but we want 
people to know there is more to life than law. We all need a 
balance – nobody should have to suffer alone.”

for more information about oLaP visit: www.olap.ca 
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pro Bono students Canada 
coMbine business anD legal expeRtise

Local non-profit organizations can benefit from a one-two 
punch provided by law and business students at The University 
of Western ontario.

The Pinss Project (Pro Bono/ivey nPo support  
services) was launched in 2009 and offers free consulting  
for organizations that are faced with issues that have both 
legal and strategic elements. Pinss is a partnership between 
Pro Bono students canada (PBsc) at Western Law and ivey 
connects, a student-run group at The richard ivey school of 
Business. a lawyer-mentor from PBsc and a faculty member 
from the ivey Business school supervise the students.

“many issues faced by non-profit organizations are complex 
and involve strategic and legal challenges,” says sahil zaman, 
coordinator of Pro Bono students canada at Western Law.  
“By combining our expertise, we are able to offer a unique 

service that serves the practical needs of these organizations.”
in 2009-2010, Pinss students helped two organizations 

expand their reach. The great Lakes Blues society (gLBs) and 
conservatory canada.

gLBs wanted to bolster its financial position to better serve 
its mandates of promoting blues music in elementary schools 
and blues music shows in London. Pinss students informed 
gLBs of the possible implications of incorporation, pursuing 
charitable status, and possible ways of increasing membership 
as well as non-dues income. The society was impressed with 
the depth and quality of both the legal and management report.

The students assisted conservatory canada with their plans 
to expand their music training programs to other jurisdictions. 
The situation was rife with legal and strategic issues, but the 
students were up to the complex task. “The experience was 100% 
positive for our organization,” said Victoria Warwick, 
conservatory canada’s executive director. “The students from 
both the business and legal side were insightful, providing 
useful information that was delivered with professionalism. our 
Board of directors was impressed with how quickly they ‘got it’!”

LaW StuDentS Serve the Community anD Gain 
vaLuabLe exPerienCe throuGh CLiniCaL eDuCation

helPing 
hAnds

(l-r) Caitlin Reid, Family Law Project Coordinator, Teri Muszak,  
PBSC assistant Coordinator and Sahil Zaman, PBSC Coordinator
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the sport soLution CLiniC 
on the fRont lines of aDvocacY

The sport solution is a free legal service offered by athletescan 
and Western Law to canadian national team members.  
run by Western Law students and program managers dan 
strickland and Jonathon Barnett, it is the only program of its 
kind in north america

established in 1992, athletescan is the collective voice of 
canada’s national team athletes. The organization was founded 
to fight for athletes’ rights at a time when athletes did not have 
a say in important decisions that affected them. 

“While advocacy continues to be a mainstay, the organization 
has expanded its scope of services to provide leadership training 
opportunities and support services for athletes. it is designed to 
build future leaders, offset the cost of living and enable athletes 
to focus full time on their sport,” says andrew nisker ’07, 
President of athletescan.

“The sport solution program is on the front line of our 
advocacy work for athletes and remains one of our core 
services in our quest to ensure a fair and equitable sport 
system and build a stronger sport culture in canada,” he adds. 

The program helps athletes understand the legal aspects  
of sport. “amateur sports are becoming more and more 
commercialized. athletes are required to sign 80-90 page 
athlete agreements which cover everything from training 
requirements to the use of the athlete’s image,” says strickland. 
“We help athletes understand these contracts and ensure they 
don’t sign anything they shouldn’t.” The program also helps 
athletes understand funding and discipline issues, anti-doping 
rules and the appeal process.

“it’s a really rewarding experience,” says Barnett. “i am 
very grateful to have the opportunity to do what we do here  
at the clinic.” 

Western Business LaW CLiniC 
helps launch DReaMs

for chris hanz and george klein, the recession could not  
have come at a better time. The two entrepreneurs launched their 
renewable oil company, orontas, in march 2009, just as global 
markets bottomed out. What appeared to be a dire situation 
turned into a great opportunity, as orontas began introducing 
environmentally friendly oil products to businesses that were in 
the midst of re-thinking their models.

“The only reason orontas exists is because of the recession,” 
says klein, a 1996 Western Philosophy graduate. 

The recession did not clear the many other obstacles facing 
a new company – notably steep legal bills. “When you look at 
our business plan or our strategy, the major barrier to entry is 
legal costs,” says klein.

 That is where the Western Business Law clinic stepped in. 
staffed by law students, the clinic offers affordable legal services 

to new and small businesses in ontario, including orontas.  
The clinic’s director is richard mcLaren, a law professor with 
extensive practical experience as a commercial lawyer. 

“The clinic gives students what they crave – practical 
experience,” says John mather, one of the clinic’s 2010-11 student 
directors. “in return, small businesses receive valuable legal 
assistance that would otherwise cost them thousands of dollars.”

Local lawyers generously mentor the clinic’s students 
throughout the year, allowing the clinic to offer the best possible 
services, from incorporations to contracts to liability assessments.

That service, hanz says, is impressive. “as a start-up we 
received much more enthusiasm and attention to detail from the 
clinic than we had experienced with traditional law firms.”

other clients share the sentiment. “The quality of work that i 
get back is superb,“ says Bryan getchell, who provides socio-
demographic research with his firm Transformit inc. “There is 
always a need for the community to provide start-up resources. 
The clinic does that.”

mather says he and co-director gordon cassie hope to expand 
this role. “We are here to help businesses that cannot afford big 
legal bills but are driven to be productive members of the local 
business community.”

John Mather, eva Zucker and Ron Fichter of western’s Business Law ClinicDaniel Strickland and Jon Barnett of The Sport Solution Clinic 
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dispute resoLution Centre 
iMpleMents inauguRal pRogRaM

The dispute resolution centre (drc) at Western Law enjoyed 
tremendous growth in the 2009-2010 academic year.

The drc designed and implemented its inaugural  
certificate Program in community mediation. in september  
eight students from Western Law were selected as student interns 
at the drc. The interns participated in weekly community-based 
mediation training sessions consisting of mock mediations, with 
supervisory feedback provided at the end of each session. in 
addition to this hands-on experience, each intern was responsible 
for running a community file. These files included providing 
seminars in alternative dispute resolution for students on campus 
and assisting troubled youth to communicate more effectively 
with those around them. interns were responsible for conducting 
intake phone calls and for setting up live mediations as requested 
by citizens from the community.

The drc also designed and implemented its first  
weekend training course in community-based mediation.  
This one-day intensive training seminar allowed students 
from the faculty of law to learn the fundamental skills and 
basics of conducting an interest-based mediation. The course 
was taught by the student coordinators and interns at the 
drc, and the students responded extremely well to this 
peer-to-peer learning environment.

alternative dispute resolution is becoming an undeniable 
reality in the litigation process. community Legal services 
and the dispute resolution centre provide opportunities for 
students to become comfortable with the skills necessary for 
new lawyers to respond to this new reality.

Law student Jaime Bell (right) of the Dispute Resolution CentreCLS Director Doug Ferguson speaks with students ahmed Farahat and nicole Stoner

Community LegaL serviCes 
continues to gRow

as community Legal services (cLs) celebrates its 40th year,  
it is pushing forward into new areas of law.

intellectual property law has been added as a pilot  
project in addition to the existing areas of law, which include 
criminal, Landlord and tenant, small claims court and consumer 
law, Wills and powers of attorney, mediations, academic appeals, 
immigration (students only) and Public legal education. 

The intellectual property project is part of a research grant 
obtained by Professors margaret ann Wilkinson and mark 
Perry. guidance and advice are being offered to clients by 
students under the supervision of cLs director doug ferguson.

Jason Voss has earned the respect of the bench and bar with 
the high quality of work performed by cLs students. cLs has 
brought several charter challenges, and is taking an increasing 
number of appeals to the superior court. 

margaret capes has done outstanding work in landlord  
and tenant law and public legal education. cLs has one of the 
largest public legal education programs in canada thanks to 
her efforts.

sue Latta has quickly established a busy immigration 
practice for graduate students and post-docs seeking 
permanent residence or skilled employee status.

deanna harris just finished a term as the first articling 
student in cLs and with her call to the bar is handling mainly 
criminal cases.

The cLs team set a goal of becoming the best student legal 
clinic in canada. it just might have made it.

the faculty of law at the university of western ontario is hosting 
the canadian clinical legal education conference (cclec) at 
western law on october 22-23. please join us as we debate the 
future of legal education in canada. for more information visit 
www.law.uwo.ca/conferences/Canadianlegaled
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Changing lives
By SUSANNA EAyRS

Western Law professor Valerie oosterveld is passionate about the 
role the international criminal court (icc) plays in making the 
world a safer place through solutions to increased global stability. 

“holding high-level officials accountable for their genocidal 
and other actions does three things,” says oosterveld. “it 
removes those officials from their power base and reveals their 
crimes; it sends a message to others that they may be held 
accountable for similar actions; and it allows countries to 
rebuild, bringing more stability and security to the affected 
countries, their regions and globally.”

This past June oosterveld served on the canadian 
delegation at an international diplomatic conference that met 
near kampala, Uganda, to review the rome statute, the treaty 
that established the icc. 

oosterveld (along with three other canadian legal academics) 
was awarded a two-year standard social sciences and humanities 
research council (sshrc) grant of $70,736 to attend the icc 
review conference and analyze its impact and consequences. 

Two members of the sshrc team – oosterveld and John 
currie of the University of ottawa – were asked to be academic 
advisors on the canadian delegation. The other two, Joanna 
harrington of the University of alberta and darryl robinson of 
Queen’s University, attended as civil society representatives, 
ensuring a variety of perspectives and experiences.

“The review conference looked at how the icc has contributed 
to international justice over the past 12 years,” says oosterveld. 
“Being part of the conference gave us a great opportunity to really 
understand the countries’ position on the issues.”

one of the key amendments to emerge from the conference, 
notes oosterveld, will enable the icc to hold state leaders 
personally responsible for waging illegal war, or the “crime  
of aggression.”

“at present, no international judicial forum holds such 
power,” she says. “The international court of Justice in The 
hague is designed to address state-to-state disputes and 
questions of state responsibility. and while the icc focuses  
on individual criminal responsibility, to date it has only been 
empowered to prosecute crimes of genocide, crimes against 
humanity, and war crimes.”

as well as looking into the crime of aggression, the rome 
statute review conference also centered on analyzing the 
success and impact of the icc on victims and affected 
communities. 

oosterveld reviewed the conference from a gender 
perspective and analyzed the impact of the icc on the lives of 
women and girls affected by armed conflict. 

oosterveld says the conference provided an excellent forum 
in which court and icc supporter states discussed where their 
actions have been successful and unsuccessful in the past. it 
also allowed for creative thinking about the future. 

“one interesting development was the commitment 
expressed several times by the delegation of the United states 
– a state which has not ratified the rome statute and which 
has, in the past, been quite hostile to the icc – to assisting the 
court where and when possible.”

What does oosterveld say to those who claim the icc is a 
‘toothless tiger’?

“We need to remember international criminal law is a 
slowly evolving and maturing phenomenon,” she says. “The icc 
is still relatively new. even though it is young and hampered 
with weaknesses – it does not have its own police force and 
depends on state cooperation to effect arrests – it has already 
had a positive impact. 

“at the conference, the United nations secretary-general 
rightfully noted the icc, as a permanent court, is ‘increasingly 
powerful, casting a long shadow.’ imagine the court’s potential 
impact 10, 20, 50 years from now.”

vaLerie ooSterveLD revieWS imPaCt  
oF the internationaL CriminaL Court 
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By SUSANNA EAyRS

WeStern LaW ProFeSSor thomaS teLFer ’88 taKeS a hiStoriCaL 
aPProaCh to anaLyzinG banKruPtCy LaW in CanaDa

AnAlyze This
The hisTOry Of bAnkruPTCy
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rofessor Thomas Telfer has a passion for history and he  
uses that keen interest in his research work, which traces the 
evolution of canadian bankruptcy law over the past 150 years. 
an alumnus of Western Law (class of ’88) and a professor at 

the school since 2002, Telfer has spent his career researching, 
writing and teaching in the area of bankruptcy and insolvency 
law. he has been a visitor at the University of Toronto, the 
University of auckland and Victoria University of Wellington. 
in the fall he will be a Visiting Professor at osgoode hall Law 
school where he has been invited to teach Bankruptcy Law.

he has published numerous articles on insolvency law and 
secured transactions in significant academic law journals and 
books of essays. his publications have been cited by canadian 
courts including the supreme court of canada.

Telfer is the co-author of Bankruptcy and Insolvency Law: 
Cases, Texts and Materials (2009) and has recently been 
invited to contribute a co-authored 
article on consumer bankruptcy to the 
canadian Business Law Journal to mark 
the 40th anniversary of the commercial 
and consumer Law Workshop.

his work also extends to law reform. 
he’s the author or co-author of several 
commissioned reports (including two for 
the Uniform Law conference of canada) 
covering the topics of the Winding-Up  
and restructuring act, Bankruptcy 
exemptions and the federal interest act. 
in 2003, he testified before the senate 
standing committee on Banking, Trade 
and commerce as part of a joint academic 
submission on insolvency reform. 

The recent financial crisis, the surge 
in corporate failure and rising numbers 
of consumer bankruptcies have thrown a 
spotlight on bankruptcy and insolvency 
law research. many of the questions 
raised today about consumer bankrupts are not new.

Telfer has a unique vantage point: he is the only canadian 
academic writing on the history of bankruptcy law in canada. 

“While there are several books and articles covering the 
history of bankruptcy law in the United states and the United 
kingdom, it’s a subject area largely ignored by canadian 
historians,” he says. “i would argue that the socio-economic 
history of late 19th century and early 20th century canada 
cannot be fully understood without examining the role of 
bankruptcy legislation and how it sought to manage the 
question of debt, debtors and the competing interests of 
creditors.” he further adds, “an understanding of current 
bankruptcy policy is best understood in light of its history.”

he is currently working on a monograph for the University 
of Toronto Press entitled From an Evil to a Commercial 
Necessity: Bankruptcy Law in Canada from 1867 to 1919. 

in his historical work, Telfer analyzes the factors and forces 
that led to the repeal of short-lived 19th century bankruptcy 
legislation in 1880 and the debate that followed as Parliament 
sought to re-establish a national bankruptcy law. These efforts 

culminated with the enactment of the canadian Bankruptcy 
act of 1919. Why it took nearly 40 years for the federal 
government to re-assert its jurisdiction over bankruptcy and 
insolvency law is the central question of Telfer’s study.

one of the major themes Telfer explores is the issue of 
debtor responsibility. 

“The moral obligation to repay all debts became part of the 
public discourse and was a major preoccupation in the mid to 
late 19th century canada,” he explains.

“many simply assumed that if you were in debt, you were  
a bad person, you were immoral and you were not entitled to  
a bankruptcy discharge. debtors often internalized the 
stigma of bankruptcy and debt with guilt driving them to  
the United states.”

 Telfer is also interested in understanding the influence  
of interest groups, institutions, and ideology on changing 

patterns of bankruptcy law and the 
cultural, political and institutional 
ideologies leading to reform. 

“The public and politicians were 
divided over the key ideas underlying 
bankruptcy policy,” explains Telfer. “in 
the 19th century the debate was not so 
much about how to improve the law but 
whether to have a bankruptcy law at all.”

“interest groups such as the banking 
industry, the farming community and 
debtors were in favour of new legislation 
but institutional barriers such as the 
federal/provincial division of powers 
impeded legislation in this area for a  
long time. other institutional factors 
contributing to the unpopularity of the 
law included the incompetence of official 
assignees who administered insolvent 
estates and sympathetic courts which did 
not consistently apply the law.” 

Bankruptcy law did not re-surface as a national issue until 
just before World War i. By that time, many people had begun to 
see the flaws in the diversity of provincial legislation that had 
sought to fill the gap created by the absence of a national law. 

“By 1919 the war had intervened and there was a major shift 
in thinking. There was a recognition that a bankruptcy 
discharge was an essential form of business regulation and 
that replaced the notion that there was a moral obligation to 
pay all debts,” Telfer explains. 

his next project will analyze bankruptcy and insolvency  
law during the era of the great depression. This will include a 
study of the origins of the Companies’ Creditors Arrangement 
Act (ccaa), canada’s main corporate restructuring tool.

“i’m interested in the evolution of this act, why it was 
brought into force during the depression of the 1930s, and 
about the nature of the reforms,” he says. 

“as a legal historian my interest does not focus so much on 
the interpretation of a statute, but asks why the law is there in 
the first place. To me that is a lot more rewarding.”

The reCenT finAnCiAl 
Crisis, The surge in 
COrPOrATe fAilure 

And rising numbers 
Of COnsumer 

bAnkruPTCies hAve 
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The coxford LecTUre series in PUBLic LaW 
new york University Law and Philosophy Professor Jeremy Waldron delivered the 
2009 coxford Lecture entitled “cruel, inhuman and degrading Treatment: The Words 
Themselves” at Western Law on november 12. 

The coxford Lecture at Western Law is made possible by a generous gift from 
Stephen r. Coxford ’77, Vice-chair of Western’s Board of governors.

Waldron challenged students and academics gathered in the audience to engage 
in “scrupulously objective” analysis when interpreting torture provisions.

although many are familiar with the concept of cruel and unusual punishment, 
which appears in canadian and U.s. law and can be traced to the english Bill of 
rights, the language of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment is prominent in 
european jurisprudence and international agreements such as the United nations 
convention against Torture. Waldron encouraged his audience to pay close attention 
to the words chosen by legislators rather than use them interchangeably.

“Terms like ‘cruel’, ‘inhuman’ and ‘degrading’ actually have integrity of their own 
and they have work of their own to do which requires an understanding of their 
specific and distinct meanings,” he said.

at the same time, these words are inherently indeterminate. They are standards 
rather than rules and require interpreters to make value judgments. noting the stigma 
sometimes associated with such judgments, Waldron encouraged the lawyers in the 
room to make an intellectually rigorous effort in each case to avoid an overly rigid 
approach to the law.

Professor Jeffrey goldsworthy will deliver the third annual Coxford lecture on 
wednesday, november 24, 2010. Professor goldsworthy is the leading public law 
authority in Australia and is President of the Australian society of legal Philosophy.

Public Law and Legal Philosophy

Jeremy waldron delivers the 2009 Coxford Lecture
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research groUP LaUnched
a new research group housed at Western Law aims to deepen the understanding  
of issues related to public law (particularly constitutional law) using the resources  
of constitutional theory and moral, political and legal philosophy. The Public Law  
and Legal Philosophy research group encourages and facilitates interdisciplinary 
research at the intersections of public law and philosophy, and is bringing leading 
international scholars to Western Law to participate in symposia and roundtables 
and to teach courses. The group, established by Professors grant huscroft and 
Bradley miller, includes Professors andrew Botterell and margaret martin. Professor 
miller is excited by the possibilities: “We have had a great year, hosting some 
extraordinary scholars and delving into some of the most pressing issues of the day 
– everything from polygamy to proroguing Parliament,” he says. “We are looking 
forward to another great year, with visits by Professors frederick schauer and Jeffrey 
goldsworthy, among others, and some in-depth work on proportionality in human 
rights law.” The research group’s website is www.law.uwo.ca/publiclaw 

finnis on moraL foUndaTions of LaW 
renowned legal philosopher  
Professor John finnis of oxford 
University conducted a week-long 
intensive course at Western Law in 
march. in his seminar, “The moral 
foundations of Law”, Professor finnis 
took students, faculty and visiting 
judges on a guided tour of moral, 
political, and legal philosophy.

finnis masterfully deployed ancient 
greek and medieval philosophy on 

contemporary issues such as legal paternalism, natural law and legal positivism,  
and the authority of law. “it was an honour to have Professor finnis teach this course 
at Western Law prior to his retirement from oxford University,” said Professor grant 
huscroft. in addition to his seminar, finnis also participated in a public forum on  
the legal and philosophical considerations related to the criminalization of polygamy, 
and a faculty roundtable on freedom of religion with longtime collaborator and 
co-author, Professor Joseph Boyle of the University of Toronto.

finnis is the author of Natural Law and Natural Rights, one of the leading works 
of legal, moral, and political philosophy of the last century. oxford University Press  
is publishing a five-volume series of Professor finnis’ work in 2011. 

PreeminenT  
sChOlArs series  
hOsTs TOP 
ACAdemiCs
The Public Law and Legal 
Philosophy group introduced a 
new course called the Pre-eminent 
Public Law Scholars Series in 
2009-10. The series brought six 
leading international scholars to 
Western Law to discuss and 
debate their current research.

Professor Christopher 
mcCrudden of Oxford University 
delivered a lecture on his paper 
“Human Dignity and Judicial 
Interpretation of Human Rights”.

Professor Jeremy Waldron of 
New york University spoke to his 
paper entitled “The Core of the 
Case Against Judicial Review”.

Professor David Dyzenhaus 
of the University of Toronto 
presented his paper 
“Headscarves, Extreme Speech, 
and Democracy”.

Professor neil Walker, the 
Regius Chair of Public Law and 
the Law of Nature and Nations  
at the University of Edinburgh, 
presented his paper “Beyond  
the Holistic Constitution”.

Lawrence Solum, the John E. 
Cribbet Professor of Law and 
Philosophy at the University of 
Illinois, conducted a class on his 
“Semantic Originalism” theory.

Professor Aileen Kavanagh of 
Oxford University addressed the 
legitimacy of judicial review in a 
paper entitled “The Courts and 
Democratic Scepticsm”.

(l-r) andrew Botterell, Margaret Martin, Grant Huscroft, Jeremy waldron and Bradley Miller
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a newly established institute at The University of Western 
ontario will hold a mirror up to the legal, social, economic and 
political linkages between canada and the United states.

Those shared and conflicting values and policies, and how 
they affect both countries, will be at the heart of the recently 
launched canada-U.s. institute. The institute is the first of its 
kind in canada dedicated solely to the study of the relationship 
between the United states and canada, one of the closest and 
most long-standing relationships between any two states in the 
globalized world.

The canada-U.s. Law institute (cUsLi) at Western Law will 
be a major player in the new institute along with The centre for 
american studies, The Lawrence national centre for Policy 
and management at ivey, and the faculties of arts & humanities 
and information & media studies.

cUsLi serves as a forum for governments, business leaders, 
scholars and others to examine and resolve the legal issues 
confronting the canada-United states relationship.

“cUsLi is excited to be part of the new canada-U.s. 
institute,” says Western Law Professor chi carmody, cUsLi’s 
canadian director. 

“While cUsLi will continue to emphasize legal aspects  
of the north american relationship in its activities, we look 
forward to working with the institute to analyze and highlight 
canada-U.s. issues across a broad range of areas.” 

Western Law alumnus Jim Peterson ’64 and James 
Blanchard, former United states ambassador to canada, have 
been appointed the new co-chairs of cUsLi.

Peterson, who has served as minister of international Trade 
and secretary of state (international financial institutions), 
says cUsLi and the new institute will work well together to 
“help foster a deeper understanding of this very important 
relationship with our key trading partner.”

Prof. don abelson, director of Western’s centre for american 
studies, is co-coordinating the formation of the new institute. 

“despite criticisms we often launch at our neighbour, 
geography, history and the economy will never allow us to escape 
this relationship, so we must understand what makes the U.s. 
tick,” says abelson. “The institute will also help us understand 
how canada can best advance its own national interests.”

research, policy and education are the goals of the 
institute, with a focus on the political, economic, legal, cultural 
and historical dimensions of the canada-U.s. relationship. a 
centre for public opinion and voting behaviour will also be 
developed at the institute.

experts from other universities in canada and the U.s., as 
well as abroad, will be invited to join the institute as visiting 
fellows. The institute was formally launched in april at an  
event at the canadian embassy in Washington d.c.

Western political scientists Laura stephenson and cameron 

anderson presented the first research under the auspices of 
the institute. Their paper entitled “moving closer or drifting 
apart?: assessing the state of the U.s.-canada relationship” 
focused on the perceptions and attitudes of canadians toward 
the U.s. and american attitudes toward canada. 

abelson credits Western President amit chakma for his vision 
for the institute. chakma believes there are great opportunities 
ahead for Western to place its stamp on the world, and it all begins 
with internal, national and international collaboration.

“Western already has broad and deep expertise in a number 
of aspects of the canada-U.s. relationship,” says chakma. “The 
canada-U.s. institute will allow us to harness this knowledge, 
to advance it, and to showcase and share it nationally and 
around the world.”

 “We’ll not just assign specific research to single faculties, 
but rather we will identify themes that are important and 
enduring such as international environmental cooperation, 
international human rights and international trade. Then we 
will bring together people who can offer different perspectives 
on these themes.” 

The CAnAdA-u.s. lAw insTiTuTe And The  
new insTiTuTe will wOrk well TOgeTher  
TO helP fOsTer A deePer undersTAnding  
Of This very imPOrTAnT relATiOnshiP wiTh 
Our key TrAding PArTner.  HonoURaBLe JaMeS PeTeRSon ’64

James Peterson ’64
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The debate surrounding the teaching of legal ethics is not new – canadian law 
schools have been teaching ethics classes in some capacity for over 30 years. But 
experts in the field argue that it is an often-overlooked yet critical component of a 
legal education.

at a recent conference, Western Law Professor stephen Pitel emphasized that all 
law schools should make legal ethics education compulsory because it is 
“unreasonable to suggest that ethics is any less fundamental an area of study than 
existing mandatory courses such as torts or contracts.” he disputes the idea that 
ethics can be solely taught implicitly through other required courses in law school, 
and says that employers are keen to start hiring students who already have a basic 
understanding of their ethical obligations. 

Western Law was the first law school in canada to create a mandatory Legal ethics 
and Professionalism course for all first-year students, which it introduced in 2005. 

“Western led the way,” says dean ian holloway. “Thanks to the efforts of 
Professors randal graham and stephen Pitel and with assistance from LsUc 
bencher heather ross, we established the very first such course.”

But what is happening now?
since then, the federation of Law societies of canada has released a report, now 

endorsed by all provincial legal regulators, which calls for all canadian law schools to 
have a mandatory and separate course in legal ethics and professionalism. 

“We were ahead of the curve on legal ethics education in canada,” says Pitel. 

ahead 
of the 
curve

LeGaL ethiCS anD ProFeSSionaLiSm

By KATHERINE LOW

Stephen Pitel and Randal Graham
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But to stay at the forefront, Pitel says that Western Law must continue to review 
and amend its offerings to students and provide new opportunities for them to study 
and practice ethics. This past april, Western Law developed a new advocacy 
competition in legal ethics and professionalism. 

“it was a real chance for the students to engage in a practical way with the content 
of the rules related to legal ethics,” says Pitel, who helped organize the competition.

“We were impressed that an important firm like Lenczner slaght royce smith 
griffin LLP was taking a leading role in supporting ethics at Western,” says randal 
graham, who helped judge the event.

and thanks to a new gift from goodmans LLP, Pitel and graham will hold the 
inaugural faculty fellowships in Legal ethics. The fellowships will support faculty 
research, student researchers and materials for students in the first-year Legal ethics 
and Professionalism course. 

 “The fact that one of canada’s leading business law firms is sponsoring research 
into legal ethics and encouraging legal education is huge,” says graham, who also 
teaches Western Law’s first-year Legal ethics and Professionalism course. “it sends a 
message to the public that canada’s top business lawyers do take legal ethics seriously.”

along with the mandatory first-year course, Western Law also offers an optional 
upper-year seminar. in order for Western Law to continue as a trailblazer in the field of 
legal ethics and professionalism education, graham hopes to see additional seminar 
courses available to upper-year students in the future. graham also provides research 
opportunities for students interested in advanced study in legal ethics.

 graham says that although  
students were initially sceptical about 
the addition of a new course to the 
first-year curriculum, recent class 
evaluations make it clear that students 
have now fully embraced the Legal  
ethics course.

Pitel attributes the success of the 
course to its professor. “To ensure 
students are instilled with a proper 
understanding of the responsibilities 
and duties of a law professional, the 
individuals from whom they are learning 
these qualities must seek to embody and 
exemplify them,” he says. “instructors  
of legal ethics have a responsibility to 
model the kind of behaviour – for example, 
civility, courtesy, professionalism etc. —
that a legal ethics course is meant  
to foster in students.” and he thinks 
graham is the right person for the job.

“The success of the program has so 
much to do with the enthusiasm with 
which [graham] teaches the course, and 
how good he is at teaching,” Pitel says.

 “i’m not Pastor graham, i’m not 
rabbi graham, i’m Professor graham,” 
graham says. “i’m not here to teach 
students to be moral ... if you’re a moral 
person, you’re going to be a moral 
person, and if you’re an immoral person, 
i’m probably not equipped to change 
that. What i can do is equip students 
with an appreciation and understanding 
of the ethical rules and policies relevant 
to the practice of law.”

Pitel and graham have become 
important members of a burgeoning 
group of legal ethics professors across 
canada. Both are working diligently in 
the field and Pitel’s most recent work 
will appear in an upcoming collection  
of essays, On Being a Lawyer, to be 
published by irwin Law inc., while 
graham has written a second edition of 
his book entitled Legal Ethics: Theories, 
Cases and Professional Regulation, 
published by emond montgomery 
Publications, to be released within the 
next year. The first edition is already 
mandatory reading at several canadian 
law schools. 

wesTern lAw wAs The firsT lAw sChOOl 
in CAnAdA TO CreATe A mAndATOry legAl 
eThiCs And PrOfessiOnAlism COurse 
fOr All firsT-yeAr sTudenTs, whiCh iT 
inTrOduCed in 2005.



             a Golden 
     Celebration

hunDreDS 
CeLebrate aS 
WeStern LaW 
turnS 50

to view more photos from the 50th celebration visit www.flickr.com/photos/
atwestern/sets/ and select the Western Law 50th folder

1.  Beryl Theobald, Jay Carfagnini ’80, David Mongeau ’80, Dale Ponder ’80,  
John Peller ’80 and Karen Trimble ’80

2.  Rob Fonn ’01 and Shauna Silver Fonn ’03 

3.  Peter Fenton ’04, ontario attorney General Chris Bentley and Mitch Frazer ’99

4.  Professor Craig Brown, Gail Lilley ’78

5. Perry Dellelce, Partner, wildeboer Dellelce LLP and Dean Ian Holloway

6.  Rick Morelli ’95, and Stephanie Vaccari ’95 

7.  Ron Schmeichel ’95, arlene o’neill ’93, Susan Kelly ’94 and Reena Bhatt ’94
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it WaS a niGht  
to remember. 

alumni from the past five decades,  
current students and faculty, former  

deans and professors mingled and relived 
memories at a lively cocktail reception  
held at the grand imperial room at the 

fairmont royal york in Toronto on april 29. 

“it was a great night,” said mitch  
frazer ’99, chair of the event. “We’re  

thrilled nearly 450 people came out to  
enjoy the party, reconnect with Western  

and show support for the law school.  
it was truly a memorable occasion.”

dean ian holloway, ontario attorney 
general chris Bentley and amit chakma, 

President of The University of Western 
ontario, all reflected on the school’s  

proud history.

“We’ve grown from a small 
regional school in the early 1960s 

to one that sees successful 
graduates spanning the globe. We 
can all feel truly proud of how far 

we have come,” said Western Law’s 
dean, ian holloway. “it’s a great 

tribute to have so many of our 
wonderful alumni all celebrating 

this special anniversary together.”

wesTern lAw ThAnks The  
fOllOwing sPOnsOrs fOr Their 

generOus suPPOrT  Of The evenT. 

PresenTing sPOnsOrs
avington,  

David and Rose Mongeau, 
Computershare/Georgeson,  

The Fairmont Royal york and 
wildeboer Dellelce LLP.  

gOld sPOnsOrs 
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP,  

Fasken Martineau LLP,  
Gardiner Roberts LLP,  

Thornton Grout Finnigan LLP,  
Torys LLP and  

ZSa Legal Recruitment.  

PurPle sPOnsOrs 
Bogoroch & associates LLP,  

Cassels Brock LLP,  
Jay Carfagnini and Karen Trimble.

8. Patricia Goodman ’10, Heather Goodman ’11 and Charmaine Coutinho ’10

9. Hon. eileen Gillese and Professor winnie Holland

10. Carolyn Chambers, Past President, Uwo alumni association, western 
President amit Chakma and Chris Makuch, President, Uwo alumni association

11.  Stephen Coxford ’77,  
Professor Gerald Fridman,  
Hon. Lynne Leitch ’78  
and John Zinn 
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some of canada’s greatest legal minds gathered at  
The University of Western ontario on march 4 to settle a loan 
dispute. The creditor was summarily convicted of attempted 
murder in a trial without due process, then forced to give up 
most of his wealth and even his religion.

This wasn’t a case from modern day canada, though;  
the creditor was shylock, and shakespeare imagined his 
predicament more than 400 years ago. his sentence, which 
was passed in act iV, scene i of The Merchant of Venice, was 
appealed in conron hall in front of more than 200 people.

The judges included Justice ian Binnie of the supreme court  
of canada, Justice eileen gillese of the court of appeal for ontario, 
general director of the stratford shakespeare festival antoni 
cimolino, Professor James Purkis of the UWo department of 
english, and legal journalist and author Jeffrey miller.

earl cherniak represented shylock (played by first year 
Western Law student irfaan Premji), while ontario’s attorney 
general chris Bentley dramatically argued the case for antonio 
(the ‘merchant’ of the play’s title).

The case throws up some complex legal questions  
(What about judicial independence? can we enforce a contract 
that involves the death of one party? is antonio contributorily 
negligent for failing to insure his ships?) which were 
considered when this novel idea was first staged at the cardozo 
school of Law in new york.

our event was the first time the appeal had been staged in 
canada, and formed the centrepiece for Western Law’s 50th 
anniversary celebrations. Professor stephen Pitel and stage 
manager Tigger Jourard, along with the play’s actors, director 
and the student clerks, worked hard to make sure everything  
was seamless.

although Justice Binnie dismissed shylock’s appeal (mostly 
for delay), it was more about taking part than winning. With a 
post-event reception sponsored by cohen highley LLP, litigants 
and counsel alike were able to put their differences aside over 
drinks and nibbles – which included a pound of flesh.

By SUzIE CHIODO

western Law student  
Irfaan Premji as Shylock

Justice Ian Binnie of the 
Supreme Court of Canada 

ontario’s attorney General Chris Bentley 
argues the case for antonio

Legal author Jeffrey Miller and General 
Director of the Stratford Shakespeare 
Festival antoni Cimolino on the Bench

ShakeSpeare in Court:
a play with appeal
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iT Was a goLd medaL nighT for 
richard mcLaren.

alumni, faculty, family and friends 
celebrated the newly created richard h. 
mcLaren Visiting Professorship in 
Business Law at a gala reception held at 
the hockey hall of fame in Toronto on 
november 5.

Professor mcLaren was lauded for  
his inspirational teaching and for his 
numerous accomplishments, including 
his work as an arbitrator in five olympic 
games and numerous anti-doping 
disputes for both amateur and 
professional organizations.

Tom harrington, sports reporter for 
cBc news and master of ceremonies for 
the evening, Western President amit 
chakma, dean ian holloway, Bill o’reilly, 
former managing Partner of davies Ward 
Phillip and Vineberg, and Jay carfagnini 
’80, Partner at goodmans LLP, all spoke 
eloquently about mcLaren’s distinguished 
career and dedication to his students.

davies LLP, which donated $300,000 to 
the Professorship, and goodmans LLP, 
which gave $100,000, were recognized for 

their major gifts. also thanked were the 
many alumni and friends who generously 
donated to this project. 

as a member of Western’s law faculty 
since 1972, mcLaren helped establish the 
Western Business Law clinic, the 
dispute resolution centre and the  
sport solution clinic, and has been an 
exceptional teacher and role model to 
hundreds of students known as 
‘mcLarenites’.

“davies is proud to be a part of this 
important initiative and to support the 
continued development of Western’s 
outstanding business law program,”  
said Bill o’reilly.

 “rich mcLaren has been a great 
mentor to so many students over the 
years,” said Jay carfagnini. “he has 
contributed immeasurably to the legal 
community and his impact has been felt 
both professionally and personally.”

gaLa CeLeBrates riChard mcLaren 
professorship in Business LaW

1.  Greg Southam ’96, Richard McLaren ’71 and Michael Lake

2. Derek Sigel ’95, Irene Kim ’06 and Perry Dellelce 

3.  Jay Carfagnini ’80, Karen Trimble ’80 and Geoffrey Morawetz ’78

4.  Michael Copeland ’93, Morgan Borins ’10 and Dean Ian Holloway

5.  Janette Henry, Zach McLaren, Daliana Coban  
and Dave McKenna ’10

6.  Tom Harrington
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a year of celebration and success

Matoula Charitsis 
alumni Relations and Development, 
Faculty of Law

WesTern LaW exPerienced a greaT 50Th year. We had many exciting events 
throughout the year that brought our alumni from around the globe together to 
celebrate with our dean, faculty, staff and Western’s new President amit chakma. 

Joining in the celebrations was kevin goldthorp, Western’s new Vice President 
(external). goldthorp worked at Western from 1997 to 2004, progressively serving  
as campaign director, director of development, and associate Vice-President, 
development. he left Western in 2004 to serve as chief executive officer at 
sunnybrook health sciences centre foundation, which provides financial support  
for Toronto’s largest hospital. goldthorp’s new position includes responsibility for 
alumni relations, development, communications, marketing, public affairs and 
overseeing the University’s comprehensive fundraising campaign. We are grateful  
for the leadership of President chakma and kevin goldthorp, who have been engaged 
and supportive of Western Law from their initial appointments. 

With the 50th year theme, Western Law established a golden anniversary fund  
to support student initiatives. Thanks to the generous support of our alumni and 
friends, the golden anniversary fund will support various student programs such  
as exchanges, internships, advocacy competitions and top-up scholarships offered  
to our students at Western Law. We will continue to grow this fund through the 
Western Law annual fund. 

in addition to this special 50th project, Western Law raised over $2 million  
to support programs that benefit our students on a daily basis. on behalf of The 
University of Western ontario, dean ian holloway, faculty, staff and students, i thank 
our alumni, friends, law firms and external partners for your generous support and 
for making this a 50th year to remember. 

matoula Charitsis

FunDinG SuPPort From the  
FirmS miLLer thomSon LLP  
anD hiCKS morLey LLP
Thanks to funding support from the 
firms miller Thomson LLP and hicks 
morley LLP, Western Law students had a 
chance to learn from two of the brightest 
legal minds in new zealand this past 
January without ever having to set foot 
off campus.

since its introduction in 1999, the 
January Term has provided upper-year 
Law students with exposure to legal 
expertise from all over the world in a wide 
range of subjects. in 2010, 14 visiting 
professors came to Western Law, 
including Paul roth and Paul rishworth.

“i have been most impressed with the 
vibrancy of Western’s scholarship and 
programs,” says rishworth, who  
is a professor and dean of Law at the 
University of auckland, new zealand. 
rishworth, who taught comparative 
constitutional Law and human rights, 
was the inaugural rt. hon. John Turner 
fellow at Western Law. miller Thomson 
LLP and Western Law alumni at  
the firm made a new commitment  
of $100,000 to support the new  
January Term Program.

hicks morley renewed its 
commitment to Western Law in the area 
of Labour and employment with a gift of 
$75,000 to ensure that their firm’s 
January Term fellowship in labour and 
employment law continues every second 
year at the faculty. 

ToP Programs LaUnched aT WesTern LaW

“i appreciate the experience of 
teaching in a different law school  
and working with culturally different 
(and more mature) law students,” says 
visiting Professor Paul roth, the 2010 
hicks morley fellow who hails from  
the University of otago in dunedin, new 
zealand.

dean ian holloway says the January 
Term is one of the most special parts of 
Western Law’s curriculum. “Through it, 
we are able to draw to Western each year a 
group of tremendously accomplished 
visitors from all over the world, who teach 
courses we could not otherwise offer. it 
represents a way for us to broaden our 
institutional horizons and is a key part in 
our strategy for internationalization.”

 

January term Program – bringing the world to Western Law
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Alumni Relations and Development

international  
Law internships

W.r. PooLe QC bar FeLLoWShiP 

alumni from the classes of 1965 to 1972 
honoured their friend, mentor and 
esteemed criminal law professor, 
William (Bill) Poole by establishing the 
W.r. Poole Qc Bar fellowship. Poole’s 
legal career spans more than 50 years 
and at 91, he is the oldest living member 
of law school faculty. The announcement 
of the fellowship took place at the 
faculty of Law on october 3 during the 
homecoming weekend, where many of 
Poole’s students gathered to pay tribute 
to their former professor and his wife, 
nancy Poole.

John drake ’72, Poole’s long-time 
friend and former law partner, and don 
schroeder ’69 provided leadership gifts 
to establish the fellowship.

“The legacy in the name of Professor 
Poole will enable students to participate 
in an extraordinary legal adventure,” 
noted John drake. 

The W. r. Poole Qc Bar fellowship 
will enable one or more Western Law 
students to spend a week to ten days 
experiencing “legal London” by 
spending time at the inns of court in 
London, england. “Bill was able to 
instill a sense of romance with the law,” 
recalled former student John eberhard 
’69, who spearheaded this project.  
“his love of the law, imparted to many 
classes, remains a cherished memory 
and an ongoing guidepost.

 

internship in  
mining Finance
 
CaSSeLS broCK internationaL 
internShiP in mininG FinanCe
cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP has 
provided $30,000 to establish the 
cassels Brock international internship 
in mining finance over the next three 
years. Western Law student zohar 
Barzilai was selected as the inaugural 
intern and placed with a client of cassels 
Brock, Vancouver-based goldcorp. inc.

“my internship at goldcorp 
continues to be a dynamic and 
exceptional learning experience,”  
says Barzilai. “so far i have been 
fortunate to gain exposure to a number 
of different areas of law and mining 
finance work, including conducting  
due diligence with respect to contracts 
included in a recent multi-million  
dollar acquisition.”

Student Scholarships

Kevin J. Comeau ContinuinG 
SChoLarShiP
Kevin Comeau ’82 has made a generous 
commitment of $25,000 to continue 
supporting the scholarship endowment 
established at Western Law. The kevin 
J. comeau continuing scholarship is 
based on academic merit and awarded 
to a student entering the first year of 
the Law Program. comeau says he 
hopes his donation “will help persuade 
top candidates to choose Western Law.”

“The generosity of alumni like kevin 
is more important than ever in ensuring 
deserving candidates continue to have 
access to a high-quality legal education,” 
said dean ian holloway.

entranCe SChoLarShiP  
at WeStern LaW
Western Law’s 2009-10 student Legal 
society has provided a gift of $25,000  
to establish a new entrance scholarship 
at Western Law. The scholarship was 
established in honour of the faculty  
of Law’s 50th anniversary.

StuDent aWarDS at WeStern LaW
Jim Watkinson ’68, VP and general 
counsel of Pembina Pipeline in calgary, 
alberta, has made a commitment of 
$90,000 to establish student awards at 
Western Law. With this gift, a fund will be 
created at foundation Western where 
$75,000 of the gift will be endowed to 
create a $3,000 scholarship each year in 
perpetuity. The remaining $15,000 will be 
expended over the next five years to create 
an additional award valued at $3,000.

  

expanding our Legal  
ethics Program
 
GooDmanS LLP FaCuLty FeLLoWShiP 
in LeGaL ethiCS at WeStern LaW
goodmans LLP has made a new major gift 
contribution to Western Law to support 
the establishment of the goodmans LLP 
faculty fellowship in Legal ethics at 
Western Law. This new fellowship will 
support faculty research, student 
researchers and materials for students  
in the first year Legal ethics and 
Professionalism course.

 
LenCzner SLaGht LLP aDvoCaCy 
ComPetition in LeGaL ethiCS anD 
ProFeSSionaLiSm
Western Law is proud to announce  
a new advocacy competition in  
Legal ethics and Professionalism 
sponsored by Lenczner slaght royce 
smith griffin LLP.

in announcing its support for this 
initiative, ronald slaght, managing 
Partner of Lenczner slaght, explained, 
“our firm has taken a special interest  
in issues of legal ethics and civility, and 
in fostering an understanding of how to 
manage the often competing duties 
owed to clients, the courts and opposing 
counsel. grappling with these different 
interests at an early stage can lead  
only to a more collegial and 
professional bar.”

Professor stephen Pitel and 
Western Law alumnus matthew Lerner 
’07, an associate with Lenczner slaght, 
organized the inaugural competition 
held on april 6.

Bill Poole and John eberhard ’69.
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Donors
We WoULd Like To recognize The foLLoWing donors Who haVe 
giVen or PLedged $1,000 or more To WesTern’s facULTy of LaW 
BeTWeen may 1, 2009 and aPriL 30, 2010. We aLso Thank Those 
donors Who haVe chosen To remain anonymoUs.

Donors of $100,000+
mr. Stephen Dattels

Goodmans LLP
Law Foundation of ontario
the ontario Legal aid Plan

Donors of $25,000 – $99,999
Kevin J. Comeau
John P. ormston
mr. James Watkinson

Cassels brock &  
     blackwell LLP
harrison Pensa LLP
hicks morley hamilton 
     Stewart Storie LLP
miller thompson LLP

Donors of $10,000 – $24,999
Peter and Judy Chauvin
Stephen r. Coxford
John and mary beth Drake
David and rose mongeau
mr. David m. Shoemaker
mr. robert i. thornton
tracey tremayne-Lloyd

Canadian auto Workers
     union
Davies Ward Phillips &
     vineberg LLP
heenan blaikie LLP
Koskie minsky

Donors of $5,000 – $9,999
mr. robert r. berry
mr. Jeffrey Carhart
mr. robert Fonn
mr. edward Goldentuler
mr. ian burton Johnstone
mark G. Lichty
mr. Donald b. Schroeder
Computershare
the Kavelman-Fonn 
     Foundation
Lenczner Slaght
torys LLP

Donors of $1,000 – $4,999
Steven m. alizadeh
arthur D. angus
ron atkey P.C. Q.C. and
     marie rounding
mr. e. Peter auvinen
edward a. ayers
the Late margaret a. banks
mr. Kent F.W. beattie
W. Geoff beattie
mr. David beeston
James bell
mr. and mrs. henry berg
reena bhatt
mr. John bodrug
William braithwaite
Christopher D. bredt
mr. Jim D. bunting
William e. byers
Jay a. Carfagnini and 
     Karen e. trimble
mrs. erika a. Chamberlain
mr. and mrs. James r. and 
     mary Lake Collins
Lawrence and mary Crossan
ian t. Dantzer
Sue and Perry Dellelce
John J. eberhard
Christine J. elliott
brian empey and Darlene
     melanson
mr. Patrick C. Fagan
mr. John r. Finlay
Shaun Finnie
mr. Carl e. Fleck Q.C.
mr. Garth m. Girvan
Solomon Gold
John b. Gorman
mr. mark harris
mr. Steven m. harris
mr. Lynn a. hastings
L. a. hopkins
Glenn Jones
mr. alexander Jozefacki
mr. ryan Kalt
mr. and mrs. michael and
     Caroline Killeen
Paul and mary Kiteley

nicholas J. Koppert
mr. and mrs. James and
     mabel Lebo
anthony and betsy Little
benson and alice Lorriman
David F. macDonald
Douglas macKay
mr. and mrs. theodore 
     J. madison
mr. J. Jamie K. martin
mr. Steven r. martin
mr. Craig a. maurice
brian Stephen mcCall
Gary mcCuaig
mr. and mrs. G. mcFadyen
Leslie m. mcintosh
John S. mcneil
thomas J. melnick
mr. Craig a. mills
alissa K. mitchell
mark J. morabito
richard and Deborah muir
mr. William o’reilly
mr. D. osborne and 
     ms. C. Camp
mr. michael Pasquale,
     barrister & Solicitor
maurice and mary Pellarin
brian and Loretta Phillips
Susanne m. Shaftoe
mr. robert D. Preston
ms. brenda L. Pritchard
mr. James a. Proskuniak
Christine J. Prudham
ms. margaret e. rintoul
Charles and Seanna ross
Gary r. Shiff
Dr. milan r. Shuster
mr. James r. Slater
Wayne and terry Snyder
Douglas J.G. Soper
mr. Greg Southam
ms. Gillian r. Stacey
mr. Donald C. Stanbury
mr. Kevin Sullivan
mr. Jay Swartz
ms. Christine P. tabbert
Graham e. taylor

mr. James r. townsend
mr. arnold b. Walker
David Wentzell and 
     Kathleen Sellers
mr. edward m. Werner
mark and margaret Whitley
nick Williams
mr. ross G.C. Wonnick
roger D. yachetti Q.C.
ms. heidi m. zetzsche

bogoroch and associates
Canadian Football League
Capannelli Law
     Professional Co.
Cavalluzzo hayes Shilton
     mcintyre & Cornish
Cohen highley LLP
Criminal Lawyers’
     association
Fasken martineau
     Dumoulin LLP
Gowling Lafleur  
     henderson LLP
Gunn and associates
the harold G. Fox 
     education Fund
Lexisnexis Canada inc.
talisman energy inc.
thornton Grout Finnigan LLP
thorsteinssons LLP

Alumni Relations and Development
de

ve
lO

Pm
en

T



39

  

fA
Cu

lT
y

 b
r

ie
fsFaculty News and Information

anDreW bottereLL
Professor andrew Botterell published two papers,  
“should the supreme court cite Living Judges?” (2009)  
36 The Advocates’ Quarterly and “normativity, fairness, 
and the Problem of factual Uncertainty” (2010) 47:4 
Osgoode Hall Law Journal (with chris essert). he also 
contributed to three chapters, one on Proof of negligence 
and two on causation, to the third edition of fridman’s 
The Law of Torts in Canada, due to be released by carswell 
in the fall of 2010. Prof. Botterell helped organize the first 
Private Law Theory Workshop, held at UWo in february, 
which included academics from mcgill, Queen’s, Toronto, 
and UWo, at which he presented a paper called “risking, 
Wronging, and harming.”

CraiG broWn 
Professor craig Brown has continued his work in insurance 
law. he issued updates of the loose-leaf edition Insurance 
Law in Canada, and the 7th student edition of the book 
appeared in august. he has continued his research, with 
colleague Professor sara seck, on insurance and climate 
change. he was retained as an expert in two cases in the 
United states which involved issues of insurance law 
relating to environmental claims. he wrote a report for the 
european Union on discrimination in insurance in canada. 
an earlier report on the structure of property insurance 
legislation in canada was used to help restructure 
insurance legislation in alberta and British columbia. 
 his article on ontario’s Apology Act appeared in the 
Tort Law Review in australia and has been referenced 
by the new south Wales ombudsman in a report to the 
government there.  

Chi CarmoDy
Professor chi carmody continues as canadian director of  
the canada-U.s. Law institute (cUsLi). The institute began a 
range of new activities at the faculty this past year, including 
creating a joint editorial Board (consisting of canadian and 
american student editors) for the Canada-U.S. Law Journal, 
creating a cUsLi student committee at Western Law, and 
hosting the Third annual canada-U.s. Law institute 
distinguished Lecture, given this year by Prof. Janice 
gross-stein of the University of Toronto. Prof. carmody’s 
article “Law and reform of the international economic 
system” appeared in the Journal of Parliamentary and 
Political Law. his edited volume Is Our House in Order? 
Canada’s Implementation of International Law will be 
published by mcgill-Queen’s University Press in november 
2010. Prof. carmody co-led a day of action on october 24, 
2009 on climate change in London and was appointed to the 
Board of the London heritage council in may 2010.

eriKa ChamberLain
Professor erika chamberlain continues her research in 
public authority liability, particularly the tort of 
misfeasance in a public office. she presented at the third 
biennial conference of the canadian initiative in Law, 
culture and humanities, and published related articles in 
the Canadian Bar Review and Constitutional Forum. she is 
also a co-author of the forthcoming third edition of 
fridman’s The Law of Torts in Canada. Building on her 
doctoral work on the duty of care, she published “Lord 
atkin’s opinion in Donoghue v. Stevenson: Perspectives 
from Biblical hermeneutics” in Law and Humanities. 
finally, she continued her work in the field of impaired 
driving law and policy, publishing in the Criminal Law 
Quarterly, Windsor Review of Legal and Social Issues, 
Canadian Public Policy and the British Columbia Medical 
Journal. on the teaching front, Prof. chamberlain was 
honoured to be the co-recipient of this year’s J.g. mcLeod 
Professor of the year award from the student Legal society.

miChaeL CoyLe
Professor michael coyle presented a paper in madrid  
on october 5, 2009 at the invitation of the indigenous 
Peoples section of the international Bar association. his 
paper outlined a comparative law analysis of the domestic 
treatment of indigenous treaty rights. on november 20, he 
presented his paper “The idols of the cave: re-imagining 
the Protection of indigenous knowledge” to the canadian 
intellectual Property academy conference, held in 
Toronto. in march he presented a paper, at a panel of 
sshrc scholars held at the University of ottawa, entitled 
“establishing indigenous governance: The challenge of 
escaping mainstream cultural norms.” Prof. coyle has 
also just obtained an internal research award of $7,500 
from UWo, to fund his investigation into the options 
available for the civil enforcement of promises made in 
crown-first nation treaties. in July he was appointed the 
cassels Brock faculty fellow in contract Law.

among other publications this year, Prof. coyle’s book 
chapter “Power and the resolution of indigenous Land 
rights” has now been published in Democracy, Ecological 
Integrity and International Law, edited by k. Basselman, 
r. engel and L. Westra (cambridge scholars Publishing).

ranDaL Graham
Professor randal graham had three new pieces accepted for 
publication in early 2010. The first, “evolutionary analysis: 
The impact of interpretive Theory”, will appear in a special 
joint issue of the Manitoba Law Review and the UNB Law 
Journal. The second, “The myth of originalism”, will appear 
in a volume of essays honouring Pierre-andré côté. The 
third (co-authored with david Lepofsky) is “Universal 
design in Legislative drafting: how to ensure that 
Legislation is Barrier free for People with disabilities”, 
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which will appear in the National Journal of Constitutional 
Law in late 2010. This third paper is an updated and 
expanded version of graham and Lepofsky’s earlier piece, 
“Universal design in Legislation”, published by oxford’s 
Statute Law Review in late 2009. in January graham 
presented a paper entitled “activism vs. restraint: Judicial 
approaches to statutory interpretation” at the annual 
mid-winter conference of the manitoba Law association, 
together with co-presenter Justice freda m. steel (of the 
manitoba court of appeal). he is currently working on his 
fourth book (which deals with the economic incentives at 
play in the legal system), and is also in the process of 
producing a new edition of his third book, Legal Ethics: 
Theories, Cases and Professional Regulation.

ben hoviuS
in august 2009, carswell published the seventh edition  
of Hovius on Family Law: Cases, Notes and Materials 
(co-authored with mary-Jo maur of Queen’s University). 
Professor hovius’ article entitled “market driven changes 
in Property Values after the Valuation date under 
ontario’s Family Law Act: The story continues” appeared 
in the 28th volume of the Canadian Family Law Quarterly. 
he delivered a paper entitled “Unjust enrichment and 
common-Law couples: The Vanasse v. Seguin and Kerr v. 
Baranow appeals in the scc” at the middlesex family 
Lawyers’ association’s 20th annual conference on family 
Law in may 2010. he also presented an invited paper on 
“The family home” at the Law society of Upper canada’s 
fourth annual family Law summit in Toronto on June 8. 

Prof. hovius represents the faculty of Law in the 
University senate and is a member of the research 
advisory Board of the Law commission of ontario. in 
march he accepted the Law commission’s invitation to 
join a special advisory group to provide expert feedback 
on the commission’s family Justice Project. The purpose 
of this project is to improve the process of addressing 
family disputes by identifying and recommending best 
practices at entry points to the family law system. 

Grant huSCroFt
Professor grant huscroft presented his paper “Politics 
and the reference Power” at a workshop on “The 
Judicialization of Politics and Politicization of the 
Judiciary in comparative Perspective” at the canadian 
Political science association conference in montreal on 
June 1. he presented another paper, “What did the 
canadian charter of rights and freedoms settle?”, at the 
canada-mexico encounter on constitutional 
interpretation, Legal Theory and Philosophy in mexico 
city at the Universidad nacional autónoma de méxico on 
april 22. in march, under the auspices of the Public Law 
and Legal Philosophy research group, he and Professor 

Bradley miller co-organized a public forum on the 
criminalization of polygamy. he also organized and 
participated in a roundtable discussion on freedom of 
religion with Professor John finnis, and a roundtable on 
grégoire Webber’s new book The Negotiable Constitution 
in may. his paper “Vagueness, finiteness, and the ‘natural 
Limits’ of interpretation and construction” will be 
published in a forthcoming book of essays on 
constitutional interpretation.

ranDe KoStaL
Professor rande kostal was an invited speaker to the 
history colloquium at rice University on february 22, 
where he presented his paper entitled “The alchemy of 
occupation: karl Lowenstein and the Legal 
reconstruction of germany, 1945-46”. The paper will be 
published as a feature article in a forthcoming issue of 
Law and History Review.

miChaeL LynK
much of Professor Lynk’s time over the past year was 
devoted to his administrative duties as associate dean 
(academic). These include a myriad of responsibilities for 
student issues and for faculty teaching assignments. he 
also taught part of the first-year constitutional law course, 
as well as a revamped advanced Labour Law seminar 
which received a very generous gift for a speakers’ series 
from the Toronto labour law firm of mathews, dinsdale & 
clark LLP.

Prof. Lynk has continued with his research and 
publishing. his 2009 rand Lecture on “Labour Law and 
the new inequality” was included as part of a special issue 
of the University of New Brunswick Law Journal on labour 
law, and his entry on the 1947 United nations special 
committee on Palestine was published in 2010 as part of 
the multi-volume Encyclopedia of the Israeli-Palestinian 
Conflict, the first such specialist encyclopedia of its kind. 
his current research projects include longer pieces on the 
accommodation duty in the canadian workplace and the 
role of the United nations in the middle east conflict.

 during the past year, Prof. Lynk spoke on workplace 
legal issues at a number of academic and industrial 
relations conferences. he delivered papers at the canadian 
economics association annual meeting in Quebec city, 
the canadian industrial relations association annual 
meeting in Quebec city, the Western canada annual 
conference on labour law in calgary, and a panel on the 
use of international labour law in canadian law at 
Washington college of Law in Washington, d.c. in october 
at Western he co-organized the biennial labour law 
conference, on the theme of employment equity; an edited 
book of the leading papers from the conference will be 
published in the near future.
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marGaret martin
margaret martin has signed a book contract with hart 
Publishing, oxford Uk, one of the leading publishers of 
original legal scholarship. The book’s working title is 
Judging Positivism and is based on her Phd dissertation, 
“raz’s exclusive Legal Positivism: the Tension Between 
Law and morality”. in september she commented on a 
paper given by renowned international Law scholar Larry 
may, as part of osgoode’s Legal Philosophy series.

in may she chaired the session on “The Province of 
Jurisprudence Underdetermined” at neutrality and the 
Theory of Law, the first conference on philosophy and law 
at girona, spain. conference speakers included robert 
alexy, Brian Bix, Jules coleman, Brian Leiter, frederick 
schauer and Wil Waluchow. in June she delivered a paper 
entitled “The curious case of command theories: 
reflections on the question of law’s normative force” at 
the University of edinburgh.

her article “raz’s The morality of freedom: Two 
models of authority” is in the inaugural addition of the 
new journal Jurisprudence.

riCharD mcLaren
Professor richard mcLaren published The 2010 Annotated 
British Columbia Personal Property Security Act and The 
2010 Annotated Alberta Personal Property Security Act in 
January. Both books were published by carswell. he 
delivered the Thomas feeney memorial Lecture, entitled 
“olympic arbitration: sports, drugs & corruption”, at  
The University of ottawa in January. in april he attended 
the semi-annual meetings of the strauss institute at the 
faculty of Law at Pepperdine University in malibu, 
california, where he is a member of the council of 
distinguished advisors to the institute. The strauss 
institute has been ranked the leading dispute resolution 
institute in the United states for the fifth year in a row.

braDLey miLLer
Professor Bradley miller appeared before the standing 
committee on Procedure and house affairs in ottawa to 
discuss the constitutional conventions surrounding the 
prorogation of Parliament. a transcript of his June 15 
presentation is posted to the house of commons website.

he presented his paper “dworkin’s shadow: equality 
rights and the supreme court of canada’s Loss of 
dignity” to the constitutional Theory discussion group at 
the University of oxford on June 8. The discussion group 
is organized by faculty members nick Barber and aileen 
kavanagh, and presents papers from visiting academics 
throughout the academic year.

in march, Prof. miller co-organized and was a panellist 
(together with John finnis, michael milde, and grant 
huscroft) at a public forum addressing the criminalization 

of polygamy, where he presented his paper “The criminal 
prohibition of polygamy in canada: the philosophical 
foundations”. he also organized and participated in a 
roundtable discussion on freedom of religion with John 
finnis, Joseph Boyle, grant huscroft and margaret martin. 
his paper “morals Laws in an age of rights: hart and 
devlin at the supreme court of canada” was accepted for 
publication in the American Journal of Jurisprudence, and 
his paper “origin myth: the Persons case, the Living Tree, 
and the new originalism” will be published in a 
forthcoming volume of essays on constitutional 
interpretation from the originalism and constitutional 
interpretation conference hosted by the Public Law and 
Legal Philosophy research group in 2008.

JaSon neyerS
Professor Jason neyers’ paper “Tate & Lyle Food & 
Distribution Ltd v GLC” was published in charles mitchell & 
Paul mitchell, eds., Landmark Cases in the Law of Tort 
(oxford: hart Publishing, 2010). The paper argues that this 
house of Lords decision provides the key to understanding 
the instances of liability (and non-liability) found in the 
torts of nuisance and negligence. he also joined the 
editorial team of The Law of Torts in Canada, 3rd ed. 
(Toronto: carswell, 2010), finished the fourth edition of 
Cases and Materials on Contract (Toronto: emond 
montgomery, 2010) and is presenting on abuse of rights at 
Obligations V at the University of oxford. Prof. neyers also 
created and administers the obligations discussion group 
(odg), which is an international mailing list devoted to all 
aspects of the law of obligations. To be added to the list, 
please send him a message at jneyers@uwo.ca.

ChriStoPher niChoLLS
Professor christopher nicholls’ article “civil enforcement 
in canadian securities Law”, based on a paper delivered at 
the University of cambridge’s international conference on 
securities law enforcement, was recently published in the 
U.K. Journal of Corporate Law Studies. in fall 2009 he was 
a visiting professor at Queen’s University, and in march 
was invited to cambridge as a herbert smith Visitor where 
he presented a paper on financial regulatory reform and 
worked on the forthcoming second edition of his book, 
Corporate Finance and Canadian Law. in april he lectured 
at the University of ottawa on the oppression remedy, in 
may spoke on that same topic to judges attending the 
national Judicial institute’s civil Law seminar in 
Vancouver, and in June lectured on m&a developments in 
Toronto as part of osgoode hall Law school’s securities 
Law LL.m. program. he is currently completing a 
retrospective paper on financial regulation for an 
upcoming issue of the Canadian Business Law Journal.
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vaLerie ooSterveLD
Professor Valerie oosterveld’s case analysis of Prosecutor v. 
Issa Hassan Sesay, Morris Kallon & Augustine Gbao 
(special court for sierra Leone) appeared in (2010) 104(1) 
American Journal of International Law 73-81. she also had 
“international harmonization Projects and developments” 
published in Janet Walker & oscar g. chase (eds.), Common 
Law, Civil Law and the Future of Categories (markham, 
Lexisnexis: 2010) at 399-402, and a book review published 
in Vol. 46 of the Canadian Yearbook of International Law 
(2010) at 742-746. as well, she had accepted for publication 
“gender-Based crimes against humanity” in Leila sadat 
(ed.), Forging a Convention for Crimes Against Humanity 
(cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2011), and 
“feminist debates on civilian Women and international 
humanitarian Law” (2010) Windsor Yearbook of Access to 
Justice. Prof. oosterveld presented papers or served as chair 
at a number of events related to international criminal 
justice in ottawa, Windsor, chicago, Washington d.c., 
mexico and Uganda. she also received three grants. The 
first was for $100,505 from the government of canada’s 
global Peace and security fund for a project on legal 
mechanisms required to address obligations that arise after 
the closure of time-limited international criminal tribunals 
such as the international criminal Tribunals for the former 
yugoslavia and rwanda. she was awarded a sshrc grant of 
$31,664 for a one-year project focusing on gender in 
international criminal justice. she was the co-recipient 
(along with academics from alberta, ottawa and Queen’s 
law faculties) of a two-year sshrc grant of $70,736 to 
attend and analyze the June 2010 review conference of the 
rome statute of the international criminal court (icc), 
which took place in kampala, Uganda. Prof. oosterveld also 
served on the canadian delegations to the november 2009 
icc assembly of states Parties meeting in The hague, 
netherlands and the June 2010 icc review conference  
 in Uganda. 

aDam ParaChin
Professor adam Parachin was promoted to the rank of 
associate Professor with tenure. he had papers accepted by 
the Canadian Tax Journal, Queen’s Law Journal, Estates, 
Trusts and Pensions Journal and Charity Law and Practice 
Review. he presented papers at the annual conference of the 
association for nonprofit and social economy research, the 
annual conference of the association for research on 
nonprofit organizations and Voluntary action, and a tax 
conference entitled Tax expenditures and Public Policy in 
comparative Perspective. Prof. Parachin also accepted an 
invitation to join the editorial board of the Canadian Journal 
of Nonprofit and Social Economy Research. he was awarded 
the BLg fellowship for a project dealing with human rights 
and the definition of charity, and a research grant (together 

with Professor randal graham) from the Law foundation for 
a project on disability law. he was included on the UWo 
Teaching honour roll for his achievements in teaching. 

marK Perry
Professor mark Perry is responsible for the genomics and 
its related ethical, economic, environmental, legal and 
social aspects (ge³Ls) aspect of genomics in agricultural 
Pest management’s $6m project (funded by genome 
canada and hosted at Western). The first spider mite 
genome meeting was held in october in Logroño, spain. in 
addressing the ge³Ls issues, Prof. Perry emphasized that 
even though some promising technologies are emerging, 
the regulatory system and policy framework lack direction 
and certainty when dealing with biotechnological 
innovation. in november he presented a paper at the Third 
international Workshop on cloud computing on 
“Licensing (and other externalities) in clouds” which 
focused on the implementation of legal restraints within 
the cloud paradigm. he also had an exhibit with Phd 
candidate karthick ramachandran entitled “a P2P 
environment for grid computing” at the centre for 
advanced studies conference 2009. 

Prof. Perry delivered a talk on “Public policy, law and 
influence on regulation of biotechnology” at the genomics in 
sustainable agriculture workshop held at Western Law on 
march 30. Prof. Perry and Thomas margoni presented two 
papers at The fourth international conference on digital 
society: “fLoss for the canadian Public sector: open 
democracy” (which received the Best Paper award at 
cyBerLaWs 2010) and “interpreting network discrimination 
in the crTc and fcc”. in april he delivered a lecture on “safe 
harbour for internet service Providers (managers)” in the 
faculty of Law at Banaras hindu University (BhU) in 
Varanasi, india. his paper “The Proxy-based mobile grid” 
(co-written with azade khalaj and hanan Lutfiyya) is 
published in the proceedings of The Third international icsT 
conference on moBiLe Wireless middleWare, operating 
systems, and applications. a paper entitled “decentralized 
resource availability Prediction for a desktop grid” (with 
karthick ramachandran and hanan Lutfiyya) is in the 
proceedings of the 10th ieee/acm international symposium 
on cluster, cloud and grid computing.

StePhen G.a. PiteL
Professor stephen Pitel published two books on private 
international law: a textbook, Conflict of Laws (Toronto: 
irwin Law, 2010), written with Professor nicholas 
rafferty; and a casebook, Private International Law in 
Common Law Canada: Cases, Text and Materials, 3d ed. 
(Toronto: emond montgomery Publications Limited, 2010), 
written with six other canadian conflict of laws scholars. 
With three of his colleagues, he was awarded research 
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funding by the foundation for Legal research to prepare 
the third edition of fridman’s The Law of Torts in Canada. 
he published a comment on Van Breda v. Village Resorts 
Limited in the University of New Brunswick Law Journal’s 
special issue on private international law and presented a 
paper entitled “Lawyer or Liar? Truth in the Legal Profession” 
at the annual national meeting of legal ethics and 
professionalism professors at the University of British 
columbia. he is the canadian editor for www.conflictoflaws.
net and also maintains a national e-mail news and discussion 
list for conflict of laws professors. 

Sara SeCK
assistant Professor sara seck spoke on a panel on Bill 
c-300 at the law office of mcmillan LLP in october. in 
november she co-convened a multi-stakeholder 
consultation on corporate Law Tools in Toronto, in 
support of the mandate of harvard Professor John ruggie, 
the special representative to the Un secretary-general on 
Business & human rights. in february she presented a 
paper at an interdisciplinary conference on Business and 
human rights held in Toronto by the canadian Business 
ethics research network. her paper “collective 
responsibility and Transnational corporate conduct” was 
accepted for publication by cambridge University Press as 
part of a collection entitled Accountability for Collective 
Wrongdoing. in may she participated in a legal expert 
workshop on the dispute resolution rules of procedure of 
the new office of the extractive sector, corporate social 
responsibility counsellor. in June she presented papers at 
the canadian association of Law Teachers conference in 
Victoria and the global ecological integrity group 
meeting in Vancouver.

robert SoLomon
Professor robert solomon has published three articles  
on impaired driving in conjunction with Professor erika 
chamberlain: “random breath testing: a needed and 
effective measure to prevent impaired driving fatalities” 
(British Columbia Medical Journal); “canada’s new 
impaired driving legislation: modest gains and missed 
opportunities” (Criminal Law Quarterly); and “research, 
Policy development and Progress: antisocial Behaviour and 
the automobile” (Canadian Public Policy). Prof. solomon 
also co-authored an article entitled “capacity reviews – 
clinical and Liberty outcomes” in Research Insights.

Prof. solomon participated in a two-day forum in 
ottawa, on proposed amendments to the Criminal Code’s 
impaired driving provisions, hosted by the federal ministry 
of the attorney general. he subsequently met with the 
attorney general and other senior Parliamentarians. in 
australia in June, carrs-Q (the centre for accident 
research and road safety – Queensland) arranged a series 

of consultations for Prof. solomon with leading traffic 
safety researchers in Brisbane. 

most recently, Prof. solomon was named the recipient 
of The kaiser foundation’s 2010 national award for 
excellence in Public Policy. The recipients are selected by 
a national advisory Board based on a record of 
outstanding achievement in reducing alcohol and other 
drug harm through effective public policy. The award is 
accompanied by a $10,000 grant to be donated to a charity 
of the recipient’s choice.

thomaS teLFer
on July 1, 2009 Professor Thomas Telfer was appointed as 
the 2009-2010 cassels Brock LLP faculty fellow in 
contract Law. he was invited to speak at the osgoode hall 
Law school symposium on Teaching insolvency Law in 
Toronto, where he spoke on “The importance of history 
and the Political economy of insolvency reform”. he also 
gave a guest lecture to osgoode hall LL.m. students on the 
topic of “Pre-bankruptcy Transactions.” Prof. Telfer was an 
invited speaker to the symposium in honour of michael 
Trebilcock held at the University of Toronto. his paper was 
entitled “ideas, interests and institutions and the history 
of canadian Bankruptcy Law, 1867-1880.” 

The London and area insolvency discussion group 
invited Prof. Telfer to speak in January 2010. he spoke on 
“The Underlying Policy objectives of Voidable Preference 
Law”. he also spoke at the annual review of insolvency 
Law conference hosted by the University of British 
columbia. his comments covered subprime mortgages, 
responsible lending practices and debtor misconduct. 

marGaret ann WiLKinSon
Professor margaret ann Wilkinson’s book Genealogy 
and the Law in Canada, funded by a social sciences and 
humanities research council outreach grant, was published 
by dundurn Press and the ontario genealogical society. 
in addition to workshops and information presentations 
on copyright, Professor Wilkinson engaged in the 2009 
copyright consultation (working with groups, attending 
and submitting to the Toronto Townhall) and is now active in 
response to Bill c-32, including preparing an invited chapter. 
she contributed “Thoughts and research” to an e-health 
Law and Policy symposium hosted by the Law commission 
of ontario in Toronto in January; presented “-isms, acronyms 
and research – some reflections” as keynote speaker for 
the 3rd annual canadian Law school conference held in 
Windsor in march; gave an address on the role of academic 
journals in a changing information environment for the 
annual dinner of the Windsor Review of Legal and Social 
Issues; and presented “Balancing Public and Private claims 
to data” to the canada-U.s. Law institute annual conference 
in cleveland in april.
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alex Lifeson, alex Farmer, Bob Farmer and Geddy Lee

70  robert beccarea was recently appointed as a part-
time member of the canadian artists and Producers 
Professional relations Tribunal.

  William Clayton, Lerners LLP, London was selected 
as one of the “Best Lawyers in canada 2010”.

74  Joseph arvay, Partner, arvay finlay in Vancouver, 
was awarded the Trial Lawyers association of 
British columbia Bar award in 2009. his latest 
battle is representing the fight hsT forces in their 
court battle against the B.c. government’s new 
tax. he was recently named by canadian Lawyer 
magazine as one of the Top 25 most influential in 
the justice system and legal profession.

75  bob Farmer has been working in-house with rush 
since 1982 and they are about to embark on their 
2010 Time machine Tour.

 
76  Douglas o. reeves has returned to the full time 

practice of family law at reeves & Buck LLP in 
Brantford. Until march 31, 2010 doug had divided 
his time between his family law practice and his 
position as area director of Legal aid ontario in 
Brantford. on march 31st doug’s employment with 
Lao, along with that of most of the other part time 
area directors across ontario, was terminated.  
The reeves & Buck offices were also relocated at  
the end of January.

  Scott K. Campbell was appointed a Judge of the 
superior court in and for the Province of ontario. 

  roberta Jamieson is one of 
10 experienced canadian 
leaders assigned to mentor 
one or two promising 
doctoral students awarded 
the prestigious Pierre 
elliott Trudeau foundation 
scholarship. The Trudeau 
mentors, with backgrounds 
in government, business, 
the arts, aboriginal communities and public 
policy, are expected to provide “a uniquely 
experienced reality check” to research by Trudeau 
scholars to ensure their work is applicable to 
society’s needs and concerns. Jamieson was the  

first woman from a first nation in canada to 
graduate from a law school and is a former 
commissioner of the indian commission of ontario 
and ombudsman of ontario. she is president 
and ceo of the national aboriginal achievement 
foundation, and an authority in conflict resolution.

77  Stephen r. Coxford has been 
appointed Vice-chair of Western’s 
Board of governors. stephen  
is the President of gresham & 
st. andrew inc., a Toronto-based 
investment company. 

78  nigel Gilby, Lerners LLP, London, was selected as 
one of the “Best Lawyers in canada 2010”.

79  Leonard ricchetti was appointed as a Judge of 
the superior court of Justice in and for the Province 
of ontario.

80  Duncan Grace was appointed a Judge of the 
superior court of Justice in Toronto.

82  teresa Cardon (nee foden) is living in the Usa 
with her husband (UWo medicine ’84) and her  
three teenage boys. she joined niagara University 
as an assistant Professor of Business Law. she was 
inspired to try teaching by her dear friend Laura 
masella ’82 who passed away this year. her first 
order of business will be to get approval for a ping- 
pong table in the student lounge.

  elizabeth Quinlan was appointed a Judge of the 
superior court of Justice for the Province of 
ontario.

  Wayne Gould rabley was appointed a Judge of the 
ontario court of Justice for the Province of ontario.

84  David Judson joined miller Thomson as a Partner, 
securities and capital markets.

  Paul morrissey became a Partner with the London 
law firm, siskinds.

  thomas John mcewan has recently been appointed 
to the judiciary on ontario superior court. he will 
serve in newmarket. Thomas mcewan is a former 
partner with adair morse LLP in Toronto.

 Roberta Jamieson

Stephen R. Coxford
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 86  Stephen Clark joined the Toronto law firm 
of oslers LLP.

87  Douglas melville has been 
appointed ombudsman 
and chief executive officer 
at canada’s ombudsman 
for Banking services 
and investments (oBsi), 
based in Toronto. as an 
alternative to the legal 
system, oBsi resolves 
consumer disputes 
from over 600 banking and investment firms 
across canada. The office is contacted by over 
14,000 consumers each year and recommends 
compensation of up to $350,000 per case for losses 
incurred due to firm error or poor financial or 
investment advice.

  mark bain was appointed as Partner to Torys LLP.

  marie tukara became a Partner with the London 
law firm, siskinds.

88  richard hans Karl Schwarzl was appointed 
a Judge of the ontario court of Justice for the 
Province of ontario.

89  mike eizenga has joined 
the Toronto office of 
Bennett Jones, LLP.

 
 91  Christopher bogart is the chief executive officer 

of Burford group Limited. his background includes 
a wide variety of legal, executive management and 
investment experience.

      most recently, mr. Bogart has simultaneously 
served as: chief executive officer of churchill 
Ventures Ltd., a $110 million publicly traded 
investment vehicle; managing director of glenavy 
capital LLc, a global media and technology 
investment firm; and general Partner of the 
glenavy arbitration investment fund LP,  
a dispute financing firm.

      Previously, mr. Bogart held a number of senior 
executive positions with Time Warner inc. he 
served as executive Vice-President & general 
counsel of Time Warner inc., managing one of the 
largest legal functions in the world with more than 
350 lawyers. he also served as chief executive 
officer of Time Warner cable Ventures and one 
of four senior executives operating Time Warner 
cable, Time Warner’s largest business, with $9 
billion in revenue and 30,000 employees.

     mr. Bogart came to Time Warner from the new 
york law firm of cravath, swaine & moore where he 
was a lawyer representing companies such as iBm, 
ge and Time Warner.

  Susan elisabeth healy has recently been appointed 
to the ontario superior court. she will serve in 
Barrie. susan is a former partner at stewart esten 
in Barrie.

 93  ron and norma Walton are pleased to announce 
that their company, The rose and Thistle group 
Ltd., has recently acquired Urban amish interiors, 
a high end furniture retailer, and handy home 
Products inc., a kitchen products distributor. The 
real estate arm of The rose and Thistle group has 
acquired the old firehall in Toronto, the original 
home of second city, and 24 cecil street, an 
architectural gem, to complement their stable of 
heritage properties and infill development property 
in Toronto.

 94  David Campbell is currently living in Toronto and 
working at imax corporation in mississauga 
where he is the senior Vice-President and has 
recently assumed responsibility for a newly formed 
corporate development group. This team will be 
responsible for identifying, evaluating, negotiating 
and implementing new business opportunities 
for imax. The corporate development group 
will seek to strategically position the company 
for growth and develop new lines of business 
which will complement and strengthen the imax 
brand as well as grow new revenue streams. in 
addition to identifying and assessing new business 
opportunities and evaluating opportunities sourced 
externally, the group will also be responsible for 
identifying and acquiring. Licensing and pooling 
new intellectual property to support business 
development efforts and to seed new investments.

   Peter Joseph DeFreitas was appointed as a Judge 
to the ontario court of Justice.

Douglas Melville

 Mike eizenga
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David Michael Shoemaker

 Judith Hull

   Judith hull has been 
elected President of the 
ontario Trial Lawyers 
association (oTLa).  
she served for six years 
on the association’s Board 
of directors, and two 
years on its executive 
committee, while leading 
her own practice, Judith 
hull & associates,  

a personal injury law firm. in July she was awarded 
the american association for Justice international  
Trial Lawyer Leadership award.

 96  berkeley Sells recently received the “Leading 
Lawyers Under 40” award.

  David michael Shoemaker 
has been appointed President 
of sony ericsson Women’s 
Tennis association Tour. 
since joining the organization 
in april 2004, he has been 
an integral member of the 
executive team, applying  
a unique blend of both  
legal and business acumen.

 97  mary Lou brady and Bob Joseph were thrilled 
with the arrival of their daughter, olivia, on  
January 4, 2010. When not busy with olivia and her 
big brothers, sebastien, Bradyn and sam, mary Lou 
is busy at siskinds LLP, where she continues her 
management-side employment law practice.

  Craig maurice recently received the “Leading 
Lawyer under 40” award.

  rudy morrone joined the Toronto law firm 
of fogler rubinoff.

 98  Carolyn Lloyd joined the partnership at mckenzie 
Lake, London.

  Lydia Salvi joined the Toronto law firm of Baker 
& mckenzie.

99  mitch Frazer, Partner, 
Pensions & employment,  
Torys LLP, was selected  
as a recipient of the inaugural 
Precedent setter awards.  
The award is to recognize 
lawyers in their first 10 years 
who have shown excellence and 
leadership in their practices  
and in their community.

  mark Coleman joined the Toronto law firm of forbes 
chockla.

  timothy Chubb joined the Toronto law firm of 
stikeman elliott.

00  Sudevi mukherjee-Gothi has been admitted to 
partnership with Torkin manes, LLP, Toronto, 
practicing with the insurance defence group.

01  ronnie Shore is a member of the ontario and new 
york state bars. he is currently a hearing officer 
with the Trade-marks opposition Board of the 
canadian intellectual Property office (ciPo), which 
is an agency of industry canada. in 2009 he was 
co-captain of the government of canada Workplace 
charitable campaign, which resulted in an extremely 
successful campaign year for ciPo, and he also 
received an award for his work and community 
contributions at the national Public service Week.

  David arntfield joined the partnership at mckenzie 
Lake, London.

04  Peter Fenton and his wife, Laura, are pleased 
to announce the birth of their daughter (baby 
sister to their son andrew), katherine eva, born 
september 4, 2009.

  Jassmine Girgis has joined the 
faculty of Law at the University 
of calgary, where she continues 
to teach and research in the 
areas of Bankruptcy and 
restructuring, contract Law, 
corporate Law and secured 
financing.

 
  amy Dixon has joined the law firm of cooper, 

kleinman in their family Law practice.

Mitch Frazer

 Jassmine Girgis
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Stephanie Montgomery-Graham

 05  Carl Calandra recently joined miller Thomson as 
an associate in the Business Law group in Toronto. 
his practice focuses on corporate finance, mergers 
and acquisitions, securities regulatory matters and 
corporate and commercial law.

 Stephanie montgomery-
Graham, LLm, was named 
to the Board of governors 
of fanshawe college. This 
is a provincially vetted 
appointment.

  

  Palladam vasudev, LLm, was appointed to the 
faculty of Law at the University of ottawa.

06  Cheryl biehler (formerly dusten) married rob 
Biehler in march 2010 and is residing in Burlington, 
ontario. cheryl is an associate in the litigation 
department of fasken martineau dumoulin LLP in 
Toronto. her email address at the firm has changed 
and she can now be reached at cbiehler@fasken.com

  Sarah bresolin Silver returned to school to 
pursue an LL.m. degree at The george Washington 
University Law school in Washington, d.c. in 
international Trade Law and development, after 
practicing law in Boston, ma for two years.  
she is currently working at the United nations 
conference on Trade and development in new york 
city for the summer. 

  Geoff Pollock married eugenia Vladimirovna 
samartseva on January 16, 2010 and honeymooned 
in south america. They are also anticipating the 
arrival of their first child at the end of october.

  
   andrea mcewan has joined the Toronto law firm 

of cassels Brock as an associate.

  Sherry Kettle has joined the London law firm 
of miller Thomson LLP as an associate.

  Lisa Walters has joined the London law firm 
of miller Thomson LLP as an association.

07  Jennifer reid joined the Toronto law firm 
of Beard Winter.

08  Fred tranquilli has joined the London law firm 
of Lerners as an associate.

  alysia Christiaen has joined the London law firm 
of Lerners as an associate.

  Carolyn Janusz has joined the Toronto law firm 
of koskie minsky.

  Paul hendrix has joined the London law firm 
of cohen highley LLP.

in memoriam
margaret banks, former Law Librarian 
and a Professor emerita at The 
University of Western ontario passed 
away peacefully at Parkwood hospital 
on Thursday, april 29. she was 82.

     “for the first two thirds of the law 
school’s life, margaret was one of the 
most important people in the school,” 

said ian holloway, dean of Western Law.
     “The Law Library has an ethos of service and support that 
is rare today and that ethos originated with margaret. and 
she planted the roots so deeply that it is hard to imagine the 
school without them.”

Charles C. mark (’62) passed away unexpectedly, but 
surrounded by his friends, april 13, 2010. charles is 
survived by his wife rebecca West, his children christopher, 
katherine, rebeccah, and seven grand children. he will also 
be remembered by his former wife katy. charles practiced 
litigation in Toronto, retiring only last year.

michael Patrick Fitzgerald Dunn (’90) sadly passed 
away too early on June 25, 2009, at age 45. Predeceased 
by parents martin and Patricia dunn, and by dear aunt 
mary dalton. Beloved youngest brother of deanna (Philip 
murton), margaret (Bruce daley) and martin (kim richard).  
michael will be lovingly remembered by his nieces and 
nephews, his cousins and many, many friends.

ronald mcCreadie (’67) died suddenly on July 28, 2010 
at the age of 68. a longtime hamilton lawyer, well 
respected for his caring attitude towards clients. Loving 
father of christine (shawn) koslowski and predeceased 
by his son craig. donations to the cystic fibrosis 
foundation would be greatly appreciated.

 Geoff Pollock and eugenia Vladimirovna

Margaret Banks
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“i want to stress how honoured we 
all are to have joined this [Western Law] 
community,” kaufman said. “it is a 
place where people help each other, 
work with each other, like each other. 
and it is a place that each and every one 
of you has helped make even better. “

crighton called on the graduates to 
define themselves not just as lawyers, 
but as people with a wide variety of 
skills and interests. 

“if we do anything today let’s 
remember that we entered this place as 
dynamic people and there’s little reason 
to think that we are leaving as anything 
less than that.”

the Class of 2010: our newest alumni
iT Was a PerfecT day for a ceLeBraTion. 

family, friends and faculty gathered at the Western Law awards ceremony 
on June 18 to congratulate the class of 2010.

“By graduating from our law school, you are becoming part of a dual 
family,” said dean ian holloway in his opening remarks.

“on one hand, you are becoming part of the global Western community 
– and today it is a global community. But at the same time, you are all 
joining the legal fraternity, a line of great men and women whose traditions 
stretch back almost a thousand years – and who have been part of our social 
culture for almost as long.”

antoni cimolino, general director of the stratford festival and the guest 
speaker at the ceremony, encouraged the graduates to seek out engagement 
with the arts.

“make some room in your busy schedules for the questing child inside of 
you. for the child longs to play and through play, learns,” he said.

Jacob kaufman and christopher crighton were co-valedictorians. 
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Two
kindof a

challenge. We had gone through  
three levels of courts in nine months, 
which was really unheard of. Bob and  
i mooted together during our first year 
at law school in 1980. fast-forward 
to 2008, walking into the supreme 
court to argue the Bce case. it was a 
great moment to start out together as 
students and then go all the way to the 
supreme court of canada together. 
for us it was a real coming of age: 
we showed we could take the biggest 
case in the country and comfortably 
hold our own with the big boys. it was 
a david and goliath match-up and it 
validated not only our talent and ability 
but also our business model. 

Where do you see the firm growing?
(Bob) over the last couple of decades 
there has been enormous growth and 
increasing sophistication in the whole 
restructuring world. We’ve worked in 
key roles in very large cases as far back 
as olympia & york, and that has 
continued on through many major 
restructurings involving companies 
such as stelco, air canada, norshield, 
hollinger inc., calpine, Bell canada. 
People often say to me ‘you’re only busy 
when times are bad. don’t you just deal 
with the trash from the business world?’ 
nothing could be further from the truth. 
our area of the practice has been every 
bit as busy in the good times as in the 

bad times. We are not in the boom  
and bust game; we are in the change 
business. change in the business world 
has been broad, deep and accelerating 
for at least a quarter of a century. i 
think times will remain good for our 
industry because our restructuring 
system maintains an inherent flexibility 
that rewards creativity. 

What is your message to lawyers? 
(John) don’t always take the safest 
path. Believe in yourself and do what 
you want to do. We wanted to practice 
together so we did. We stuck at it, we 
played by the rules, we worked hard 
and it grew. now we can give back. 
We are a key player in a charity called 
Worldwide orphans and it gives us 
great satisfaction to be able to give 
back in that way. 

(Bob) a lot of students go through 
law school together and dream about 
ending up in practice with colleagues 
and classmates. i know we certainly 
did. it takes a certain amount of 
gumption to make that a reality but 
we have. it’s a very rewarding work 
environment so dare to dream and  
steel yourself to make that dream  
a reality. 

What are some favourite  
memories from law school? 
(Bob) Winning The fridman cup 
in a touch football match against 
the professors was a highlight. also, 
our hockey team – called The Pylons, 
because of the way people skated 
around us! We weren’t talented but  
we were very enthusiastic. 

(John) on the first day of Prof. ian 
hunter’s small group class he asked 
‘what is a tort?’ and somebody 
responded ‘a tasty french pastry.’ 
needless to say our Professor was 
unimpressed. 

Why did you start your  
own boutique firm?
(Bob) our goal was to create a boutique 
firm where high-end producers worked 
in an entrepreneurial business model. 
We wanted to create an atmosphere 
where you could be a little more 
creative, have more flexibility in how 
you ran both the practice and your life 
and still have high-quality work. 

What’s been your career highlight?
(John) The Bce case, absolutely. many 
consider Bce the most important 
commercial case over the past 35 years. 
We were the lead counsel for one of the 
bondholder groups so it was huge case 
for us and an enormous professional 

BOB THORNTON AND JOHN FINNIGAN MET THIRTy yEARS 
AGO IN THEIR FIRST yEAR AT WESTERN LAW SCHOOL. THE 
FOUNDERS AND PARTNERS IN THE BOUTIqUE LAW FIRM OF 
THORNTON GROUT FINNIGAN LLP TALKED TO WESTERN LAW 
ABOUT FRIENDSHIP, DREAMING BIG AND BEING INvOLvED IN 
SOME OF CANADA’S BIGGEST RESTRUCTURING CASES.
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An MBA that Respects 
Your Experience

I V E Y  E X E C U T I V E  M B A 

“I was amazed at how 
much my classmates 
knew and had to 
contribute. I learned 
so much interacting 
with them.”

APPLY TODAY – NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR FEBRUARY 2010

VISIT WWW.IVEYEMBA.COM 
OR CALL 1-800-342-1857

with them.”with them.”
Bruce Lowe, 

Director Food, Drug and Mass, 
Iovate Health Services Inc.

EXPERIENCE LEARNING THAT’S REAL, RELEVANT AND REWARDING 
In an Ivey Executive MBA classroom, experience comes in many forms. It’s Ivey’s participants who bring the most 
relevant case discussions to class – their own. You’ll benefi t from sharing in others’ challenges, successes, and lessons 
learned. An Ivey classroom – unlike any other – will challenge your thinking. With Ivey’s case-based learning, you tackle 
the real and important issues confronting business today as you defend positions, test ideas and make presentations. 

The Ivey Executive MBA program is also designed to fi t around the priorities of life and work. At four consecutive days 
once a month with a reduced summer workload, it’s challenging but doable. Classes are held in downtown Toronto at 
Ivey’s ING Leadership Centre in The Exchange Tower.

IVE2016_AD_EMBA_FA.indd   1 6/5/09   12:13:25 PM

Now AcceptiNg ApplicAtioNs for 2011
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 The Western 
L aw Fund

For more information please contact:  
Matoula Charitsis, Alumni Relations and Development
The University of Western Ontario, Dean of Law Offices  
Room 234, Law Building
Tel: 519-661-3953, Mobile: 519-282-2838
E-mail: mcharits@uwo.ca

A National Law School 
with an International 
Outlook

We take great pride in the range of opportunities we offer our students. Many of 
our accomplishments have been funded by individual support and operating funds. 
Our goal is to continue and expand the various student programs that help train 
our students to think critically and argue cogently, and instill in them a solid,  
global understanding of the law.  

The Western Law Fund ensures that we can sustain:
     •   Our international exchange program
     •   Existing and new international internships
     •    Various moot programs

Ensuring ExcEllEncE for anothEr 50 YEars and BEYond 

With generous support from our alumni and friends, Western Law 
can continue to prepare national and international leaders in the 
practice of law, in business and in the public service, and further 
interests of the rule of law both in Canada and abroad.

Since its inception 50 years ago, Western Law has grown to be counted 
among the most innovative and internationally focused law schools  
in Canada. Our extensive exchange and international law internship 
programs provide students with an international perspective and  
a keen understanding of the rule of law outside our borders.



Western’s Faculty of Law is giving voice to the most vulnerable victims of war 
through its international law internship program. Working with courts established 
for war-torn countries such as Sierra Leone, students are helping judges review 
cases involving horrific war crimes – including the brutalization of children 
kidnapped and brainwashed into serving as soldiers.

Return undeliverable Canadian  
addresses to:

The University of Western Ontario
The Faculty of Law
London ON  N6A 3K7  Canada

Post Publication Agreement No. 40710538
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    Who says 

 all is fair 
   in love and war?

westernmakesadifference.ca

Learn more about the Faculty of Law’s 
international internship program,  

and how Western is inspiring community 
engagement and a global outlook.

What’s InsIde
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making A Difference
RosemaRy mcCaRney ’77,  Plan Canada Ceo 

leading the way in legal ethiCs eduCation

ouR 50th: a yeaR of CelebRation  

Canada-u.s. institute launChed


